30 JAN 1996
Mahat hi r - nucl ear
FRANCE' S ACTI ON W LL NOT BE FORGOTTEN, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 30 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that Malaysia still strongly condemed France for
carrying out the series of nuclear tests in the South Pacific despite
repeated appeals fromthe international conmunity to end it.

He said that although Paris had halted the nucl ear tests, France's
action woul d not be forgotten.

"The people will never forget that this country (France) has decided to
i gnore the opinions of the rest of the world," he told reporters after
officially launching "Ml tinmedia Mal aysia ' 96", Malaysia's Super Corridor
expo and conference at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

The four-day expo and conference will be held at the PWC begi ni ng Aug 1.

Dr Mahathir said: "They (France) have al ready expl oded six nucl ear
bonbs and they have caused a | ot of danage."

He was commenting on French President Jacques Chirac's announcemnent
Monday to end France's controversial nucl ear weapons tests after six
underground bl asts in the last five nonths.

The French enbassy in a statenment here today quoted Chirac in his
tel evi si on address as saying that the decision he took |ast June "caused
anxi ety and enotion in France and el sewhere".

Chirac added: "Thanks to this last series which has just been finished,

France will have an efficient and nodern defence systemwhich will |ast.
The security of our country, our children's country will be assured."
Last Saturday's detonation deep beneath Fangataufa Atoll in French

Pol ynesia was the sixth, and Chirac said it would be the | ast.

Dr Mahathir said France, "as a nmenber of the West", defied the rest of
the world by carrying out the tests but it will be very critical if some
m nor violation of human rights is cormitted (by devel opi ng countries) and
this the Prinme Mnister said was "hypocritical™

He said al though France has decided to cease its nuclear tests,

Mal aysia will raise the matter at the Asia-Europe neeting (Asen) in Bangkok
in March.

Meanwhi | e, Wsma Putra said France should accept full responsibility
for any adverse inpact fromits nuclear tests on the people and environnent
of the South Pacific.

"Mal aysia, |like other countries in the region, is seriously concerned
about the long-termenvironnental and ecol ogi cal inpact of these massive
and prol onged nuclear tests on the region especially in the South Pacific,
and calls on France to allay these concerns by undertaki ng a conprehensive
and transparent study in collaboration with the rel evant international
bodies," it said in a statement.

It urged the French government to work with the other nmenbers of the
Conference on Di samarment in Geneva towards a successful conclusion of the
Conpr ehensi ve Test Ban Treaty before the end of the year.

Mal aysi a al so wanted the French government to show stronger conmitnent
to the goals of nuclear disarmarnent and the ultimate elimnation of these
weapons. -- Bernama
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