16 AUG 1996

AGONG CONGRATULATES PRESI DENT SUHARTO

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 16 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku
Ja' afar, today sent a congratul atory nmessage to I ndonesi an President
Suharto on the occasion of the 51st anniversary of the republic's
i ndependence.

In his nmessage, he hoped that the close ties between the two countries
coul d be enhanced through the spirit of brotherhood and nei ghbourli ness.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in his nessage, said he
believed that rel ati ons between Ml aysi a dan | ndonesi a coul d be further
upgraded t hrough the friendshi p between the peopl es of the two nations.

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsent a simlar nessage
to Vice-President Try Sutrisno expressing the hope that the spirit of
cooperation between the two countries would continue to be enhanced.

Forei gn M nister Datuk Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, in his nmessage to his
counterpart Ali Al atas expressed the hope that the strong bil atera
relati ons woul d be nurtured through regi onal peace and stability. --
BERNANA
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