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Abdul | h- Austria (Wth pix)
MALAYSI A, AUSTRI A AGREE TO STEP UP COOPERATI ON

KUALA LUVMPUR, July 30 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will send its students for
post-graduate studi es in sustainabl e rai nforest managenent in Austri a,
Forei gn M nister Datuk Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi said today.

He said Austria had offered schol arshi ps worth 500, 000 Austri an
Shilling (ATS) or about RML25,000 in this field.

The of fer was made by Austrian Chancellor Dr Franz Vranitzky during his
meeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the Prine
Mnister's office, here, today. The two then |l ed their respective
del egations in a del egati on neeti ng.

Abdul l ah told a news conference after the neeting that Ml aysia and
Austria al so agreed to step up trade which was considered small as the
total did not even reach RVROO nillion.

Dr Vranitzky arrived here for a four-day visit today, |eading a
del egation including Finance Mnister Viktor Klima and (M nister of Health,
Sports and Consuner Protection Christa Kranmer and 61 representatives from
the private sector

Abdul | ah said the two | eaders al so exchanged vi ews on Bosni a
Her zegovina, reforns to the United Nations and efforts to enhance
Asi a- Eur ope rel ati ons.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Vranitzky, who both attended the first Asia-Europe
Meeting (Asem) in Bangkok in March, agreed that the relationship should be
based on cooperation and should not be confrontational in nature.

The prime ninister also explained Malaysia's foreign relations
phi | osophy of wanting its nei ghbours to prosper, Abdullah said.

He said that besides encouraging the private sectors of both countries
to cooperate in small- and nedi um scal e i ndustries Mal aysia and Austria
woul d al so cooperate in the field of health.

After the del egation neeting, Dr Mahathir and Dr Vranitzky witnessed
the signing of an agreenent and four menoranduns of understandi ng (MUs)
between the private sectors of the two countries.

The agreenment between AME Beteiligungs und Handel ages nbH and Radi care
(M Sdn Bhd is for the management of nedical equi pnent and hospital
i nformation services for the new Sel ayang hospital.

The four MUs invol ve:

+ Muenze Cesterreich AG (Austrian M nt Corporation) and Mariwasa
Kraftangan Sdn Bhd to produce | egal tender commrenorative coins and
circulation coins and nedals i n Mal aysi a

+ Vaned Engi neeri ng- Medi cal and Hospital Engineering Co Ltd of Vienna
and Sungei Cerah Sdn Bhd for the acquisition of a magjority stake in Vaned
Engi neering (M Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Vaned, with the purpose of
cooperating in the health care field in Ml aysia and ot her Sout heast Asian
countri es.

+BWI'- AG and Consi stent Wsdom Sdn Bhd on the | aunch of a joint-venture
conpany, BWI (M Sdn Bhd, to develop activities in the field of water
treat nent technol ogy.

+ Elin Electric Industries Sdn Bhd and Abrar Group |International Sdn
Bhd and Manfiel d Devel opnent Sdn Bhd on the pursuit of a joint marketing
stratetgy in Malaysia in the field of thermal and hydro power generation
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