29 DEC 1996
Mokht ar - Rel ease
AHMAD MOKHTAR RELEASED BY PERUVI AN GUERI LLAS

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 29 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's anmbassador to Peru Ahnad
Mokht ar Sel at was rel eased at 5pm Peruvian time Saturday (0600 hrs
Mal aysi an tinme today) by Peruvian guerillas fromthe Japanese enbassy in
Li ma.

Head of Chancellery at the Ml aysi an m ssion, Nazarudin Salleh
confirmed that Ahnmad Mokhtar was anobng 20 hostages rel eased by the Tupac
Amaru Revol uti on Movenent menbers who held themcaptive since Dec 17.

There are now 83 hostages |l eft at the Japanese enbassy.

"He wal ked out of the enbassy at 5pm (Dec 28) local tinme," he told
Ber nama when contacted by phone from here.

Al so rel eased were the Donmi ni can Republic's anbassador, Jose D az
Bal depares, and several Peruvi an busi nessnen.

Nazarudi n said that Ahmad Mokhtar was in good health. He has returned
to the Mal aysi an enbassy.

Nazarudi n said that Ahnmad Mokhtar was reunited with his famly as soon
as he was rel eased

He was al so greeted by Japanese di pl omats and swarmed by journalists,
he added.

Arrangenents were bei ng nade for Ahmad Mokhtar and his family to return
to Malaysia for a rest followi ng the ordeal, he added.

Ahmad Mokhtar was rel eased five hours after Foreign M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi 's departure for honme following his neeting with
Presi dent Al berto Fujinori.

He was sent by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to convey
Mal aysi a' s concern over the hostage-taking incident at the enbassy.

Meanwhi | e, the Mal aysi an governnent has conveyed sincere thanks and
gratitude to the Peruvian government and the International Conmittee of the
Red Cross (I CRC) in securing the rel ease of Ahnad Mokhtar who was anong
some 500 hostages held by the heavily armed guerrillas.

Abdul I ah, in a statenment issued here, said the governnment al so thanked
al | Ml aysi ans, the Ml aysi an Red Cresent Society and the nmedia for their
assi stance during the critical tine.

"Their support and prayers have been a source of strength to Ahmad
Mokhtar and his famly during their ordeal,” he added.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a hoped that the crisis would be speedily
resol ved. -- BERNAMA
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