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Mokht ar - Grati t ude
AHMAD MOKHTAR GRATEFUL TO BE FREE

By: R Ravi chandran

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 29 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi an anbassador to Peru Ahnad
Mokht ar Sel at, who was freed today by the Tupac Amaru Revol utionary
Movenent (MRTA) after being held hostage for 12 days at the residence of
t he Japanese anbassador, was in high spirits.

"I am happy and grateful,"” he told Bernama when contacted at the
Mal aysi an enmbassy at the Las Anericas Hotel in Linma by tel ephone soon after
his rel ease

He expressed appreciation for all the support and concern shown by the
peopl e of Mal aysia especially Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

"Their prayers and initiatives have led to ny rel ease and enabled ne to
be reunited with ny fanmily and friends," he said.

Ahmad Mokhtar al so thanked the Peruvian governnent, especially
President Alberto Fujinori, and the International Commttee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) for their wisdomin dealing with the hostage crisis, |eading
to nmore than 400 of the 500 hostages being rel eased.

Ahmad Mokhtar was anbng the 20 hostages rel eased by the guerrillas at
5pm Peruvi an tine Saturday (6am Mal aysi an tinme today).

Rel ating his 12 days in captivity, Ahmad Mokhtar said the MRTA menbers
treated hi mand the other hostages well and had told themthat they woul d
not be harned as their purpose was only to secure the rel ease of sonme 400
of their conrades held in Peruvian prisons.

"They treated ne well, were very friendly and were not rough or
t hreat eni ng, " he sai d.

In fact, he said, when he was rel eased, the guerrillas especially their
| eader, known as Nestor Cerpa, shook hands with hi mand bade goodbye to
hi m

"One of the youngsters (a girl of about 16) told ne to listen to sone
pop songs for her when | amout of ther,"” he said.

Ahrmad Mokhtar said that all 20 guerrillas wore masks when they seized
the hostages but took themoff after the first day.

The guerrillas had even asked himto teach thema few words of Bahasa
Mel ayu like "terima kasi h" and "sel amat tinggal "

"They asked nme a | ot about Mal aysia and they knew about our Proton Saga
fromthe magazi nes they have read, " he said.

Ahmad Mokhtar said the guerrillas had | oaned thema transistor radio
but they found it difficult to tune to stations like the British
Br oadcasti ng Cor porati on (BBC)

The hostages were deprived of watching tel evision because power supply
had been cut off by the Peruvian authorities since Dec 17, the day the
Japanese anbassador's residence was attacked during a reception in honour
of the Japanese enperor's birthday.

Asked whether he was able to get any rest, Ahmad Mokhtar said: "There
was nore than enough time but | could hardly get any sleep.”

He said he woul d be up and about at about 6amand retire at about 10pm
and nost of his waking hours were spent readi ng books or nmagazi nes and
doi ng sone exerci ses.

Ahmad Mokhtar said the hostages placed in each roomchose a "nonitor"
who would fix the chores to be done like cleaning the roomand the toil et
and to dish out the food during nmeal tines.

He said the "monitor"” in his roomwas the secretary-general of Peru's



Labour M nistry.

Among his "roommat es” were the anbassadors of Bolivia, the Doni nican
Republic, South Korea and Egypt, the consul -general of Argentina, and the
secretary-general of Peru's Mning Mnistry and its Foreign and Agriculture
m ni sters.

Ahrmad Mokhtar said he initially shared the roomw th a | arge nunber of
people until sone of themwere rel eased in stages and there were only about
30 people init a few days before his rel ease.

"Every day, the other hostages and | had to take turns to carry buckets
of water and the nobile latrine to the roomupstairs...this is really
got ong-royong, " he said.

He said he had to sleep on the floor for about four days before he was
given a pillow and bl anket .

"But that was nothing to nme as | cane fromthe kanpung, not the city,"
said Ahmad Mokhtar who is from Kanpung Pilah in Negeri Senbil an.

Anong his "roomrmat es" were the anbassadors of Bolivia, the Doninican
Republic, South Korea and Egypt, the consul -general of Argentina, and the
secretary-general of Peru's Mning Mnistry and its Foreign and Agricul ture
m ni sters.

Ahmad Mokhtar said he initially shared the roomwith a | arge nunber of
people until sone of themwere rel eased in stages and there were only about
30 people init a few days before his rel ease.

"Every day, the other hostages and | had to take turns to carry buckets
of water and the nobile latrine to the roomupstairs...this is really
gotong-royong, " he said.

He said he had to sleep on the floor for about four days before he was
given a pillow and bl anket .

"But that was nothing to nme as | cane fromthe kanmpung, not the city,"
sai d Ahnmad Mokhtar who is from Kanpung Pilah in Negeri Senbil an.

On his feelings about the food supplied to the hostages, he said they
had so nmuch pot atoes that he devel oped stomachache a few ti nes.

They were al so provi ded Japanese food, including rice which they had
three tines.

Ahrmad Mokhtar said he felt sad when he left the remaining 80 hostages
behi nd especially when they cl apped and waved as they were | eaving the
resi dence.

"My hope is that they will also be | eaving soon,"” he said.

Ahrmad Mokhtar said that his wife, Jeliah Ghalim had inforned nenbers
of their famly back hone of his rel ease.

Asked whether the visit by Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi, who arrived in Lim on Thursday, had led to his rel ease, Ahnmad
Mokht ar said he did not know what was di scussed between Abdul | ah and t he
Peruvi an officials but the MRTA guerrillas had told himof Abdullah's
arrival

Ahmad Mokhtar was freed about five hours after Abdullah's departure.

"But | feel that whatever discussions held were positive," he added.

Ahmad Mokhtar said the other hostages were al so happy to know of
Abdul I ah' s arrival and had expressed their appreciation for the Ml aysi an
government as they felt the visit was not only to expedite his rel ease but
al so due to concern for the fate of all the hostages.

On arrangenents being nmade by Wsna Putra for himto return to Ml aysi a
for a rest, Ahnmad Mokhtar said he hoped he coul d be back home next week.

He said he was in good health and underwent a nedi cal check-up soon
after his rel ease. -- BERNAMA
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