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LANGKAW, July 25 (Bernama) -- Asia-Pacific countries will have to
spend over US$200 billion (RM4A98 billion) until the year 2010 for
devel opnent of airports if they are to keep pace with the phenonenal air
traffic growh, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad sai d today.

Quoting estinmates by the International Air Transport Associ ation
(I ATA), he said the last five years al one had seen al nost expl osive growh
in the nunmber of outbound leisure travellers fromJapan and the newy
i ndustrialised nations of South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Si ngapore.

"Many of Asia's major international airports are already suffering from
severe congesti on.

"I'n some cases, passenger and cargo termnals are unable to handle the
volune of traffic, especially at peak hours, while in other cases airports
are unable to handle an increase in the nunber of aircraft and their
i ncreasing size and capacities due to runway linmtations," he said in a
speech at the opening of the International Airport Technol ogy and Ground
Support Exhibition (Airportex) here.

The text of his speech was read by Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Li ng Liong Sik.

Dr Mahathir said several new airport projects are already on the
drawi ng board or under construction in Asia with a massive round of public
and public sector spending to alleviate congestion on the ground.

A total of 111 conpani es representing devel opers of airports and ground
handl i ng operators from17 countries are taking part in the exhibition
whi ch showcases the | atest airport equi pment and systens, including on
comuni cation, navigation and surveillance, for air traffic nanagenent.

Dr Mahathir said the new international gateway airports in Hong Kong,
Chi na, Japan, South Korea, Thailand and Ml aysi a were pl anned for
capacities of nore than 40 nillion passengers a year and capabl e of
accommodati ng t he next generation of very large capacity aircraft.

In addition, they will also have the latest in hi-tech systens to nove
peopl e, baggage and cargo as well as being nore environnentally sensitive
t han existing airports.

Apart fromthe high profile international airports, the Prine Mnister
sai d upgradi ng and redevel opment works are in progress at many regional and
hub airports throughout the region.

Al npost every Asian nation is developing its airport infrastructure,
wi th China al one nodernising its existing 140 airports and buil ding severa
new provincial airports in the com ng decades, he said.

Dr Mahathir said problens were not only confined to the ground because
the problemof traffic nanagenent in the air could also contribute to
congesti on.

"Bottl enecks in airways over renpte areas and oceans, as well as
i nadequat e approach radar systens at some airports, can cause inconveni ence
and del ays and can add substantially to airline fuel bills," he said.

But thanks to new satellite-based air navigation and traffic nmanagenent
systems, air traffic nanagenent is in for better tines.

Systens such as Communi cati on, Navigation and Surveillance Air Traffic
Managerment (CNS-ATM are currently being tested over the South Pacific and
it will not be |long before the aviation world reaps the full benefits of
the | atest systens.

He said the advent of CNS-ATM systens will allow nany Asian nations



with large | and masses such as the I ndian subcontinent, China, Mongoli a,
the Commonweal t h of | ndependent States (CI'S) (conprising former Sovi et
republics) and the Russian Far East to | eapfrog straight into new
technol ogy at only a fraction of the price of having to instal
conventional | and-based networks of beacons and radar stations and VHF
radi o stations.

But he said air transport is not only about aeropl anes because nore and
nmore di scerning travellers are concerned about what happens on the ground.

"They are concerned about the quality of airports, with their termnals
and ground handling facilities. These nust match the ever increasing
sophi stication of the aircraft which fly passengers to nyriads of
desti nati ons wor | dw de.

"I'n many places in Southeast Asia, ground handling and ot her services
| eave much to be desired," he added.

Referring to Airportex, the Prine Mnister said it is being held at a
nost opportunue tinme in the Iight of major devel opnents in airport
construction and upgradi ng.

"Airportex also affords an excellent opportunity for industry
prof essi onal s and experts to neet and exchange vi ews, ideas and share their
experiences," he said. -- BERNAVA
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