07 OCT 1996
Al at as- Myanmar
ALATAS SAYS ASEAN NEVER DI VI DED OVER MYANVAR S ENTRY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernama) -- There has never been any split or
di sagreenent anong Asean nenbers over the entry of Myanmar into the
regi onal groupi ng, Indonesian Foreign Mnister Ali Al atas said today.

He said sone nenbers had expressed their views on the timng of
Myanmar's entry, not on the principle of the country's nenbership in Asean.

"There's no split whatsoever and there has never been any di sagreenent
anong Asean,"” he said in response to questions on Myanmar at a news
conference here.

It was held after a neeting between | ndonesian President Suharto and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad. Suharto ended his two-day
working visit to Mal aysi a today.

Asean now conpri ses Brunei, |ndonesia, Ml aysia, the Philippines,

Si ngapore, Thail and and Vi etnam Canbodia and Laos are set to join the
groupi ng next year while Myanmar has submtted a formal application for
full Asean nmenbership

Al atas said the two | eaders had a general discussion on Myanmar and
they shared the view that constructive engagenent was the best approach
given the situation in Myanmar and Asean's principles regarding its
relations with other countries.

He said Myanmar had to fulfil certain technical procedures before it
could join Asean, just |like other new nenbers.

Al at as said Asean foreign mnisters agreed during their recent infornal
meeting in New York that the procedures should be all owed to take pl ace.

"We have agreed in New York to | et these procedures take place and we
will see whether it's 1997, 1998, we don't know yet...we will see," he said
when asked whet her Myanmar woul d be accepted as a nenber during the annua
Asean foreign mnisters neeting in Kuala Lunpur next year. -- BERNANVA
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