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ALl RAN CALLS FOR REVI EW OF SARAWAK CM S POVNERS TOO

KUALA LUMPUR, March 1 (Bernama) -- Aliran today called for a review of
the powers of the Sarawak chief minister and that of the chief executives
of the other states in line with the Federal government's nove to trimthe
powers of the Sabah chief mnister

The social reformnovenent said in a statenent: "If the authorities are
serious in curbing any abuse of power, they should not | ook at just Sabah
The powers of the Sarawak Chief M nister nust be reviewed too."

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad, who announced the
governnment's intention to curb the powers of the Sabah chief nminister, said
the chief mnister of the state was "too powerful" and he cited as exanpl e
the abuses in the awardi ng of tinber concessi ons.

But Aliran said sinmlar abuses could and had occurred in other states
as wel |.

"For instance, relatives of cabinet mnisters and state executive
councillors have regularly benefited fromthe allocation of shares of
privati sed bodi es and conpani es goi ng public and the award of governnent
contracts and ti nber concessions," it said.

Aliran al so questioned the tim ng of the nove on the Sabah chi ef
m nister anmd the proposed rotation of the post, with Umo expected to
relinqui sh the chief mnistership to the | eader of another Barisan Nasi ona
conmponent party soon.

It argued that the status of Sabah and Sarawak was not the sane as
ot her states because the two states and Peni nsul ar Ml aysi a cane together
to formMal aysia in 1963.

For this reason, the scope of powers of their chief mnisters could not
be conpared with those in the peninsul a.

Yesterday, a |lawer well-versed with the Federal and State
Constitutions, Datuk Param Cumaraswany, said there were no significant
di fferences between the powers of the chief minister and that of Mentris
Besar of other states as well as that of the prime mnister.

He said if the Sabah Constitution was to be amended to curb the abuse
of power, there was no reason why the Federal Constitution and that of
ot her states should not be anended as well. -- BERNAVA
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