17 NOV 1996
Anwar - PAS
UWMNO S RESPONSE TO COALI TI ON ONLY AFTER DI SCUSSI NG | T, SAYS ANWAR

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- Umo Deputy President Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msaid today Umo woul d gi ve proper response to the idea of a
coalition governnent in Kelantan only after discussing it.

The matter woul d be di scussed as soon as possible, he told reporters
after openi ng the Sabah Bari san Nasi onal (BN) Convention here.

Asked when woul d this be, Anwar said, "The Prime Mnister will be
returning this evening (fromoverseas trip)."

He was asked to comment on yesterday's statement by Kel antan Menteri
Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat that PAS was willing to forma state
coal ition government with Umo.

Ni k Aziz's statenment cane a day after Kelantan Umo Liai son deputy
chi ef Datuk Annuar Miusa suggested that PAS could forward the idea of a
coalition governnent with Umo to Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who is al so Kel antan Umo Chi ef.

Asked whether he was surprised with the willingness expressed by PAS on
the idea, Anwar said, "I'mnot surprised."

He al so deni ed that the Sabah BN woul d be hol ding the state el ection
early next year.

"This is the first time that | amhearing about it," he said.

The opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) had been alerting its
supporters on the possibility of the state election early next year.

"Early next year, not possible ... it's fasting nonth," Anwar said.

The Sabah BN governnent's five-year termonly expires in 1999
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