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ALL POLI TI CAL PARTI ES SHOULD ERADI CATE MONEY POLI TI CS, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that all political parties should take appropriate
measures to ensure that noney poltics is curbed effectively.

"Money politics whether in Umo or other parties including the
opposition is an epidem c that should be checked before it becones
wi despread and destroys the whol e adm nistrative systemin the country," he
said inreply to Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) during question tinme in the
Dewan Rakyat .

He said that Umo regarded noney politics and corrupti on as having very
serious inplications.

Umo, he said, had cone up with rulings to curb not only noney politics
but al so all manner of corrupt practices.

Dr Mahathir said that in the Umo general assenmbly |ast week, the
del egat es unani nously agreed to reject noney politics and were determ ned
to eradicate the practice

Inreply to a supplenentary question by Tan on whet her the governnent
pl ans to extend the scope of regulations on corruption so that such
practice would not turn into a political culture in the country, Dr
Mahat hir said that existing prevention of corruption nmeasures were
adequat e.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, however said that there would be
wi der inplications if corruption was ranpant in political parties than
anong gover nment servants.

"That is why Umo has right fromthe begi nning adopted a very serious
vi ew and taken stern action although it has not been fully deternined
whet her there has been corrupti on because of insufficient evidence," he
sai d.

"And if taken to court, it will surely be disnmissed as there is
i nsufficient evidence that corruption has taken place. As for Umo, we view
the matter seriously and will take action,” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Hone Mnister, said that the mnistry was prepared
to provide services to any political party requiring investigations to be
conducted not only relating to corruption but also on other matters.

Dr Mahathir said that although an i ndependent body had been set up to
check corrupt practices in the country, it was difficult to prove that
corruption had taken pl ace.

"That is why, try as we may, corruption will to sone extent stil

occur," he said.
"I know of a country where they shoot those involved in corrpution but
corruption still takes place," he said in reply to a suppl enentary question

by Shukri Mbhaned (BN Machang).

Replying to a suppl enentary question by LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjung) on
whet her he would direct the Anti Corruption Agency (ACA) to investigate
Cabi net ministers whose |iving expenses far exceed their monthly salary, Dr
Mahat hir said that the matter did not arise

He said that Limhad m sunderstood his speech nade at the Umo genera
assenbl y.

Dr Mahathir said he had stated that there coul d have been corruption if
mnisters were to spend nore than they earn but he had not pointed out any
m ni ster who had spent beyond his neans.

He said that in Malaysia, when nministers retire, they were usually poor



unlike in some countries where corruption was ranpant. "For as |ong as Umo
rules, we will not see a ninister, who, when he retires, becones rich," he
added. -- BERNAMA
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