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Mahat hi r - Reacti on (roundup)
ALL ROUND AGREEMENT ON THE DANGER ON MONEY POLI TI CS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 10 (Bernama) -- Umo veterans and | eaders, heads of
Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties, corporate figures and ordi nary Umo
menbers alike readily acknow edged t he danger posed to the nation by noney
politics as enphasi sed by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir at the Umo CGenera
Assenbl y.

The feelings of the Umo president and Prime Mnister on the matter was
nost evi dent as he fought to control his enotions and broke down in tears
when urging party nmenbers to reject noney politics in his presidenti al
speech today.

They approved Dr Mahathir's open and firmstyle of confronting noney
politics to prevent the party from being destroyed and the nation suffering
a great |oss.

Vet eran Umo | eader Tan Sri CGhazalie Shafie said the Prinme Mnister's
call to conpletely weed out noney politics should be welconed by all in
order to safeguard Umo and t he nation.

"The whole country is now comitted to erradi cate noney polics," he
sai d.

He said present nenbers should enul ate the nenbers of the Tun Abdu
Razak era who joined Umo soley to struggle for the Mal ays and did not seek
positions in the party, and even declining when offered posts.

Former Parti Melayu Semangat 46 deputy president Datuk Rais Yatim
suggested that the Prevention of Corruption Act be anended so that Dr
Mahat hir's wish could be translated into effective action.

He said existing regulations did not cover political corruption, adding
that the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) should be given the freedomto
i nvesti gate and prosecute.

"W have to show to the world that we are serious,
otherwise...political speeches will remain just speeches,” he said.

Rai s, who rejoi ned Umo yesterday and was attending the party's genera
assenbly once again after an eight-year interval, said he was el ated by the
wi nd of change towards erradicating political corruption

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muihammad Haji Miharmad Taib said politica
corruption in Umo coul d become cancerous and spread fast if not checked
NOw.

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said noney politics could
not just kill a party but also the country, and therefore it should be
i nedi at el y weeded out .

He said CGerakan too faced the problemas its recently held genera
assenbl y appr oached

Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu Sarawak president Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahmud said Dr Mahathir's warning was nost tinmely to prevent the problem
froma having a greater effect on society and the country's politica
system

On the subject of Malay/Bum putera cultural reformation touched on by
Dr Mahathir in his presidential speech, Taib said it was a responsibility
that nust be discharged to ensure continued prosperity.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said Dr Mahathir's nessage
on the bad effects of nobney politics, corruption and power abuse was not
ai med at Unmo menbers al one but the entire country.

"It is nost tinmely and a very serious advice," he said.

He said he agreed with Dr Mahathir that these problens should not be



allowed to kill Umo or any other party.

"Umo for us (MCA) is the backbone, a party that is inportant and
nmoderate that is able to group together Ml ays and unite all races.

"We don't want to see sonething bad happening to Umo," he added.

Pul au Pinang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Soh Koon said all politica
parties should take firmmeasures to prevent nmoney politics from spreading.

He said Dr Mahathir's stress on the problens was a reninder to al
Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties as well as businessmen.

H com DRB chai rman Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad said i f Umo nenbers accepted
the Prime Mnister's nessage in the right spirit, it would ensure the
success of the country and a continuation of the party's role in future.

Newl y el ected Umo Youth vice head Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein said
Dr Mahathir's speech nmade party nmenbers become aware of the inportance of
their return to the original objectives of the party's struggles.

Umo vice president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said party nembers
shoul d not el ect a | eadership that was not clean and whi ch woul d bring down
the party and the Mal ay race

He hoped all nenmbers would contribute towards ensuring that a cultura
transformation process was inplenented by Umo in a cl ean and beneficia
manner .

Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) president Datuk Leo Mdggi e said he
supported Umo's nove to i nplenent a ban on all canpaigning for this year's
party el ection because too nuch canpai gning could affect the rel ations
wi thin menbers and destroy the party.

He said it did not nmean that w thout canpaigning party nmenbers coul d
not assess the capability of contestants.

Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid equated the political
corruption that was spreading in Umo to the Aids-causing HV virus, and
called for an all-out war against it.

"(Dr Mahathir's) speech is the best and strongest antibiotic given by a
doctor to treat a disease that is spreading in Umo's body," he said.

Vet eran Umo | eader Tan Sri Khir Johari said Dr Mahathir's coments on
money politics were the bol dest ever nade by himfor the race, religion and
country.

"Dr Mahathir is not shy of exposing what's happening in Umo and this
shows how serious the problemis in the party," he said.

The Prime Mnister, he said, was not a person who liked to say
somet hi ng wi t hout concrete evidence and before gathering information from
vari ous sour ces.

Corporate figure Tan Sri Tajuddin Ramii, who as present at the opening
ceremony of the general assenbly, said Malays should realise that Umo's
struggl es had hel ped to take themto a stage they had not experienced
bef ore.

He said Dr Mahathir's warning on noney politics was tinely as Ml ays
had just begun to enjoy wealth and some of themwere trying to gain
i nfluence the easy way.

Umo Yout h's new head Dat uk Ahrmad Zahi d Hami di said the novenent would
nmove a notion calling for the inclusion in the party's constitution of the
nmeasures concerni ng the ban on canpai gni ng and noney poltics.

"This notion is inportant because what's happening in the current
el ection has exceeded the limts although the party | eadershi p had gi ven
r epeat ed war ni ngs, " he said.

Zahid called for a guideline on electing party | eaders to avoid m suse
of power, especially by those hol ding posts in the government, and to
prevent disunity in the party.

Wanita Umo head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said the party
president's nessage was a neani ngful rem nder in ensuring that nenbers were



not duped by those seeking to corrupt them

On Dr Mahathir's criticismof party | eaders seeking to rise up fast,
Siti Zaharah said a | eader should struggle for a cause sincerely and his
success woul d be neasured on that basis.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said his party did not wish to
enforce a ban on canpai gning for next year's party el ection but would
neverthel ess seek to learn what it could fromthe current Umo el ection.

He said all contestants for posts in MC would be issued with
gui del i nes whi ch anmong other require themto informthe party before hand
about their campai gni ng.

Asked if MC was faced with the problemof noney politics, Sany Vellu
said it was not "because we don't have noney". -- BERNAVA
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