06 MAY 1996
Pl an- Reacti on ( Roundup)
ALL ROUND SUPPORT FOR 7MP

KUALA LUMPUR, May 6 (Bernamm) -- The Seventh Ml aysia Plan (7WP),
tabled by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in the Dewan Rakyat
t oday, has been wel conmed by | eaders and vari ous groups of people.

The plan, which takes the nation to the dawn of a new century, has been
descri bed as having the right strategies for boosting the country's
devel opnment towards becom ng an economi c power and at the same tine
i mproving the people's standard of |iving.

In PULAU PI NANG Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the 7MP is
very conprehensi ve and covers all aspects of devel opment with special
enphasis on efforts to step up the industrial sector's conpetitiveness.

He said Pul au Pinang's own experience showed that the stress shoul d be
on science and technol ogy and hunan resources devel opnent, which the state
governnent has been doing since five years ago

He said the allocations made for joint-venture infrastructure projects
bet ween t he governnent and private sectors are nopst wel cormed.

On the shift fromlabour-intensive to capital-intensive and
hi gh-technol ogy i ndustries, Koh said the state governnent had through the
Pul au Pi nang Devel opnent Corporation |long practised such a policy.

In ALOR SETAR, Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Osman Aroff said the 7MP
woul d further boost national devel opnent and refl ects the governnment's
seriousness in neeting the challenges of the 21st century.

"The strategies and ains of the 7MP al so place an heavy responsibility
on the people as in order to face the world situation in the future, we
must step up our productivity...it nmust be done in a big way," he said.

Gsman said the state governnment would streamine its devel opnent
policies to be in line with the national objectives.

In this regard, the Kedah Devel opment Action Plan, introduced during
the Sixth Malaysia Plan period, will also be reviewed, he added.

Academ ci an Prof Tan Sri Awang Had Sal | eh wel coned t he vari ous
programmes in in the 7MP especially those related to education.

He described the governnent's efforts to have single-session classes in
all schools as a snmart nove.

On the nove to bring down the school-starting age fromseven to six,
Prof Awang Had said it had | ong been practised in other countries
successful ly.

He al so wel comed the governnent's nove to set up a lot of skills
training institutes to help the country achi eve devel oped status, saying

Mal aysia is still short of sem -skilled workers.
I n MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Zin Abdul Ghani said the
state government will spend a big portion of its RML.191 billion allocation

under the 7MP on infrastructure projects and industries inline withits
target of becom ng a devel oped state by the year 2010.

He said the state governnent has directed the rel evant departnents and
agencies to ensure that all projects receiving allocations under the 7MP
are i npl ement ed on schedul e.

This is because only 85 per cent of the state's allocation under the
previous plan had been used to inpl enent projects that had been proposed.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahnmad wel coned
t he enphasi s given to human devel opnent and efforts to raise the people's
living standard in the 7MP

This isinline with the state governnment's efforts to have a



know egeabl e and god-fearing society, he said.

Wan Mokhtar said the state governnent had inpl enented vari ous
programres to achi eve the objective and is confident that the 7MP woul d
serve as catalyst to expidite the programes.

On the stress on investnents in high-technol ogy industries and those
utilising | ess | abour, the Menteri Besar said the state governnent has
al ready taken steps to train skilled workers by setting up training centres
such as the the Terengganu Advanced Technical Institute and the Terengganu
Skills Devel opnent Centre

The nove will help reduce foreign workers in the country who currently
nunber about two million, he added.

Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Taib Mahnmud said that |ike previous
pl ans, the 7MP woul d continue bring devel opnment to the nation.

He said the governnment's plan to provide nore skilled | abour through
traini ng programmes woul d hel p Sarawak's ti nber industry.

Tai b was confident that the 7MP woul d hel p reduce the poverty rate in
Sarawak to bel ow 10 per cent. --BERNAVA
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