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ALOR SETAR S TRADI TI ONAL MARKET CONTI NUES TO DRAW CROMADS

By: Mohanad Bakri Darus

ALCOR SETAR, Jan 10 (Bernama) -- Despite the existence of nodern
supermarkets in this town, the traditional market or "Pekan Rabu" continues
to attract both the | ocal population as well as visitors fromother states.

It is only there that one can obtain a wide variety of traditiona
foods -- salted fruit, spices, pickled ikan puyu, |anmpam bahulu, dodol and
kar as.

Also sold in the market are traditional goods nade of gold, silver and
copper and enbroidered cloth, batik, bags, wedding outfits, prayer goods
i ncl udi ng those needed for performng the Haj, traditional nedicine and
handi craft made of rattan, banboo and pi ne | eaves.

Just |ike the Payang market in Kuala Terengganu and Chow asta market in
Pul au Pi nang, Pekan Rabu is closely identified with Alor Setar, and a visit
to the town is inconplete without setting foot in the traditional narket.

Consi sting of thatch roofed-stalls when they were set up in 1932, Pekan
Rabu is now an attractive two-storey conplex in Jalan Tunku Ibrahimin the
town centre

The conpl ex, occupi ed by 265 Malay traders, was built in 1978 and
opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Si nce Novenber 1994, it has undergone renovation at the urgings of Dr
Mahat hir who in his youth had traded in the market.

During a one-day visit to Kedah | ast Monday, Dr Mahathir spent about an
hour | ooking at the results of the RVb.8 nillion renovation which was just
conpl et ed.

The traders who have been operating fromtenporary sites at the nearby
car park and al ong Lorong Pekan Rabu since | ate 1994, are expected to be
all back in the conplex by the mddle of this nmonth. So far, 30 stalls have
al ready noved.

Despite noving to the conplex and the renovation, Pekan Rabu's
traditional character still remains.

But the question is to what extent would the renovation affect the
trading style of the entrepreneurs.

Is it a case of just a change in the makeup of the building with the
traders keeping to their old ways? Or do the traders want to be seen as a
nmodel for other petty traders in Kedah?

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Haji Gsman Aroff said some tine back that the
traders in Pekan Rabu should be sent for courses and taken for a visit to
some of the |eading supermarkets in the country to observe nore closely how
t he busi nesses are managed.

It is hoped that through the courses and visit, they becone better
traders.

Kedah Mal ay Chamber of Conmmerce president Baharudi n Kasi msaid Pekan
Rabu traders coul d becone a nodel for other petty traders if they displayed
hi gh busi ness managenent ability.

He said a special commttee conprising not only of these traders but
al so others in the corporate sector nust be set up to ensure that the Pekan
Rabu conpl ex remai ns a | eadi ng shoppi ng area. -- BERNANVA
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