23 JUL 1996
Seni nar - Law
AVEND CONSTI TUTI ON TO EMPOVER SYARI AH COURTS

KUALA LUVPUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- Law professor Tan Sri Ahned Mohanad
| brahi mtoday suggested that anendnents be nade to the federal and state
constitutions to include Islamc |aw to upgrade the Syariah Court's
position and status.

Ahned, the dean of the International Islamc University's Law Faculty,
said anendnents to the definition of |aw should al so nake provisions for
the Syariah Court, its judges and the Syariah Judicial and Legal Servi ce.

He said this in a working paper on "Recent Devel opnents In The
Admi nistration O Islamc Law I n Mal aysia", presented at the Internationa
Sem nar On The Administration of Islamc Laws at the Institute of Islamc
Under st andi ng Mal aysia (lkim, here.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad opened the two-day
sem nar which is attended by nore than 200 | ocal and foreign participants.

"The jurisdiction of the Syariah Courts should be increased to include
probate and admini stration of Mislimestates, power should be given to the
State enforcenment officers to exercise powers of arrest and investigation
and the Syariah Courts should be enpowered to deal with cases of Q sas,

Di yat and Hudud," he sai d.

Ahred said that apart frominproving and enhanci ng t he powers,
jurisdiction and capabilities of the Syariah Courts it was necessary to
| ook at the civil laws and renove any conflicts with the Islamc Law.

At present the Syariah Courts were considered inferior to the civil
courts, their judges and officials as the Syariah Courts were State Courts,
he sai d.

"Many of the problenms at present faced by the Syariah Courts in respect
of their status and jurisdiction and the appoi ntnent and tenure of office
of their judges and officials can be solved if the courts are nade Federa
Courts like civil courts,"™ he added.

To make the public and the non-Mislins | ess apprehensive and critica
of their existence and work, it was necessary for the Syariah Courts to
show that they were capable of giving fair and equitable justice, he said.

Anong t he speakers at the senminar were the Chief Justice for the
Federal Syariah Court of Pakistan, Nazir Ahmad Bhatti, who delivered a
wor ki ng paper on "Adm nistration of Islamc Law in Pakistan" and Saud
Arabi an Justice Mnister Dr Abdul |l ah Muhamuad. -- BERNAMVA
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