3 JAN 1996
Fl exi hour s
AVENDVENTS TO EMPLOYMENT ACT FOR FLEXI WORKI NG HOURS THI S YEAR

KUALA LUVMPUR, Jan 3 (Bernama) -- Amendnents to the Enpl oyment Act 1955
to provide for flexi working hours that will encourage an estinmated one
mllion housewi ves and retirees to work part or full time will be tabled in
Parliament in the mddle of the year.

Di scl osing this here today, Human Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek
said the Attorney General's Chanmbers had approved the draft of the bill and
returned it to the mnistry recently for m nor re-adjustnent before it was
forwarded to t he Cabi net.

Wth the anmendnents, enployers can hire workers on flexible hours in
accordance with their needs and the availability of workers, Limtold
reporters attending the weekly Cabi net neeting.

He sai d the government was encouragi ng the private sector to enpl oy
pensi oners based on their experience in various fields.

The amendnents were pronpted by the tight |abour situation in the
country which had led to an influx of foreign workers.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said in his New Year
nmessage that there were 1.2 million foreign workers in Mal aysia and the
figure would reach 2.3 nillion by the year 2000

Anong t he nmeasures he outlined to ease the dependence on foreign
workers was to get retirees to continue worKking.

Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob said yesterday that
foreign wives of Ml aysians woul d al so be allowed to work.

Meanwhi |l e, the Public Services Departnment is finalising its study of
Cuepacs' proposed salary increnent based on the RV billion offered by the
gover nnent .

Limsaid he briefed the Cabinet on the matter and the government hoped
that the 848,000 civil servants could enjoy the new sal ari es before the
com ng Chinese New Year and Hari Raya Aidilfitri. -- BERNAVA
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