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Mahat hi r - Kazakhst an
TRANS- AS| A RAI LWAY LI NE CAN BE LI NKED W TH CENTRAL ASI A

By: Rachman Nor odi n

ALMATY ( KAZAKHSTAN), July 18 (Bername) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d toni ght the Trans-Asia Railway Line connecting
Sout heast Asia with China can be |linked to Kazakhstan as it provides an
important road and rail |ink between East Asia, Russia and Europe.

He said it would be the logical step to eventually link this system
whi ch runs from Si ngapore to Kunming in China with the railway systemin
Central Asia passing via and through Kazakhst an.

"Kazakhstan is indeed |located in a strategic position in Euro-Asia
bet ween Chi na, an important nei ghbour which is in the process of beconing
an i nportant econom c power, and the Russian Federation in the north, and
to the West the whole of the European Continent," he said at a dinner
host ed by Kazakhstan president Nursultan Nazarbayev here.

Dr Mahathir is in the republic for a three-day official visit after
concluding a three-day visit to nei ghbouring Kyrgyz Republic.

The Prime Mnister is acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohaned Ali and nenbers of his entourage include five Cabinet mnisters,
three nenteris besar and a chief ninister.

Al so acconpanying himis an 81-nenber busi ness del egati on headed by
Mal aysia Airlines chairman and chief executive Tan Sri Tajuddin Rami.

Dr Mahathir said that since trade involved transportati on of people and

goods, Ml aysi a sees Kazakhstan providing an inportant road and rail |ink
bet ween East Asia, Russia and Europe.
The Prime Mnister said a rail Iink via and through Kazakhstan woul d

gi ve many | and- bound Central Asian nations access to the sea.

"Already you can gain access to the Persian Gulf through the recently
conmpl eted I ran- Turkneni stan railway," he said

Dr Mahathir stressed that as a trading nation, Malaysia had to pronote
trade and econoni c cooperation with other countries.

He sai d Kazakhstan and the other Central Asian countries offered good
prospects for trade, "which will of course be two-way".

Dr Mahathir said he firmy believed that Mal aysi a and Kazakhst an needed
to inject nmore substance into their collaboration to tap the ful
potentials of the opportunities available in the two countries.

The private sectors of both countries should be encouraged to take the
| ead and act as a catalyst in fostering direct econom c and trade |inkages,
he sai d.

"It is for this reason that ny del egation includes many prom nent
Mal aysi an busi nessnen. This visit will indeed give themthe opportunity to
| earn nore about your country and its business potentials and to establish
contacts with their counterparts here," he said.

The Prime M nister said he was confident that with the strong nutual
conm t ment towards enhancing bilateral cooperation, a greater flow of
trade, investnent and tourismbetween the two countries could be realised.

He pointed out that Mal aysi a and Kazakhstan seened to have identica
policies on the need to foster close and binding relations with their
i medi at e nei ghbours.

Dr Mahathir said the two countries also strongly shared the view that
"regionalismis the wave of the future"

He said: "W have found fromour experience that close consultations
and cooperation on a region-w de basis over a period of tine have
contributed to nutual confidence and habits of cooperation which not only



contribute to an environnment of peace and stability but also to one of
rapi d devel opnment . "

He said Ml aysia was i npressed by Kazakhstan's role in fostering such a
climte of peace and devel opment in the Central Asian region.

Dr Mahat hir expl ained that Ml aysia had found that while other nodels
of devel opnent were attractive, they often had to be adapted to suit its
needs.

He reiterated that Ml aysia, in sharing its experiences in econom c
devel opnent, woul d al ways be sensitive to Kazakhstan's nation-buil di ng
efforts.

"Indeed, we are ready to exchange information on our political
experience as well," he said, adding that the two countries could | earn by
shari ng experiences and t he exchange of conpl enentary technica
capabilities and technol ogi es. -- BERNAMVA
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