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Naj i b
A "NETWORK OF BRI DGES" TO GREATER UNDERSTANDI NG

By: Neville D Cruz

SYDNEY, Nov 3 (Bernamm) -- Education Mnister Datuk Najib Tun Razak has
called for the establishnment of "a network of bridges"” anpbng Asi an
countries to better understand each other's history, tradition and cultura
val ues.

"One could identify many civilisations within Asia -- Ml ay/lslanic,

Chi nese, Indian and others. There nust be bridges to |link these
civilisations.

"Then we need to build a super-bridge to couple the | arger Asian
civilisations with that of others, such as western civilisations. After
all, no civilisation has devel oped wi thout any influence fromothers," he
said Friday night.

Naji b was delivering the 18th Asian Lecture of the Asia-Australia
Institute at the swank Ri z-Carlton Hotel in exclusive Doubl e Bay, Sydney.

Speaki ng on the topic "Asian Values", Najib, who is also the chairnan
of the Malaysian Strategi c Research Centre, said the Asian val ue debate
al t hough havi ng an international inpact, was very nuch a debate wi thin
Asi a.

He said the noral dilema was on what shoul d be done and how t he
soci ety shoul d be engi neer ed.

"These are sonme difficult questions that governments and societies
ali ke nust face. To nme, the Asian val ues debate takes place within this
difficult nmoral context," he said.

Najib said there was still a w dening gap of understandi ng between and
anong cul tures.

"Even within Asia, there is so much ignorance. There are even
suspi cions within ourselves. Qur Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad) nentioned not too | ong ago about the fact that sone Asian
countries trust non-Asians nore than they do of Asians. This is clearly
evident in some parts of the region," he said, adding that there was a need
therefore to strengthen the understandi ng anong Asi an countries first.

Naji b said since the process of understanding took tinme for "we need to
constantly upgrade oursevles in the factory of know edge ... for know edge
could well bridge the gap of ignorance.

He said dial ogues, cultural or otherw se, should be encouraged.

"I would like to call for the establishnent of nmany intertw ned and
interrelated bridges -- a network of bridges. Bridges nust be set-up from
wi thin Asia and between Asia and other regions," he said.

"I't is our hope that by building and constructing bridges, we will also
ensure that we will be less tenpted to resort to stereotyping and bei ng
judgnental . Many of us are often guilty of both."

Najib said he would Iike to see "the harnonisation of civilisations"

t hrough under standi ng and t he use of dial ogues as tools, rather than
resorting to the use of traditional force. -- BERNANA
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