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Anwar - Si ngapor e
M SI A DI D NOT WANT TO PROLONG MERI TOCRACY | SSUE, SAYS ANWAR

BANG , Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Umo did not respond i mmediately to
Si ngapore's inference that there is no meritocracy and harnmony in Ml aysi a
because it did not want to prolong the issue, Deputy Prime M nister Anwar
| brahi m sai d t oday.

"The matter was raised in June, we kept quiet but it was repeated many
times, and this pronpted the prinme mnister to respond,” he said.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, after the Umo suprene council neeting
| ast week had said that the party was offended by the comments of Singapore
| eaders that the republic mght be forced to re-nmerge with Ml aysia on
Mal aysia's terns if Singaporeans failed economcally.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, had said that the coments
were insincere and were intended to frighten Singaporeans as it tried to
show that there was no neritocracy in Ml aysia. He, however, stressed that
this was Umo's stand and not that of the governnent.

Anwar told reporters after opening the National Taxation Acadeny, here,
that the issue could be debated but it was not that sinple.

He was asked why it had taken Mal aysia over three nonths to respond to
the coments nade by the Singapore | eaders.

Anwar sai d Singapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong shoul d have realised
that Dr Mahathir's first reaction on the matter was mld and acconmnodati ng
But when the issue was rai sed again and again he had to give a firm
response after studying and taking into account all the statenents nade by

t he Si ngapore | eaders, he added. -- BERNANVA
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