07 APR 1996
Anwar - associ ati on
ANWAR Tl CKS OFF SQUABBLI NG LEADERS OF SPORTS ASSCOCI ATI ONS

BUKI T MERTAJAM April 7 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahimtoday ticked off | eaders of sports associati ons who spent
more tinme quarrelling with each other, rather than spending tine inproving
the quality of sports in the country.

"Some associ ation | eaders do not have to go down to the arena as they
are already quarrelling among thensel ves in the neeting roons. They do that
all the tine without focussing on inproving the quality of sports,” he said
when opening the "Projek 1001 Gel anggang Rakyat" for Permatang Pauh
parlianmentary constituency at Taman Guar Perahu here.

Anwar, who i s Permatang Pauh MP, said there were some sports
associ ati ons which were only creating headache than hel ping to assi st
i nprove the quality of sports.

As a result, he said the quality of various ganes deteriorated and if
the situation was allowed to continue it would jeopardi se the country's
aspirations to produce nmore sportsnen of calibre.

He said the governnent was ashaned of the action of these individuals
when the Youth and Sports Mnistry, National Sports Council and its entire
machi nery were nmaking every effort to prepare for the Conmonweal th Ganes.

He said the governnent had spent vast anount of noney to ensure the
success of the Commonweal th Ganmes but the association | eaders seened not to
care.

In this respect, he urged sports associations to ermulate efforts
carried out by the Badm ntion Association of Ml aysia (BAM and Yayasan
Badmi nton Mal aysia (YBM to spot newtalents by offering various facilities
i ncl udi ng training.

He said the nmove was al so consistent with the govenment's efforts to
overcone social ills anmong the younger generation.

Earlier the YBM s patron Datin Seri Datuk Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd
Ali said "Projek 1001 CGel anggang Rakyat" woul d provi de badni nton courts to
the rakyat especially those in the rural areas.

The Rural Devel opnment M nistry had agreed to build badm nton courts in
500 kanpungs sel ected under the "Desa Wawasan" programe, she said.

She said the Youth and Sports Mnistry also agreed to contri bute RM3. 24
mllion for the next two years to intensify efforts to produce potenti al
nati onal players.

The badm nton court project was |aunched i n Kubang Pasu parlianmentary
constituency, Kedah | ast year.

Meanwhi | e, Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin urged
| eaders of sports associations to heed Anwar's advice that they refrained
fromaquarrelling anong t hensel ves and concentrate nore on inproving quality
of sports in the country.

He said the advice was tinely in view of the fact that many sports
bodi es were facing various internal problens which were affecting quality
of sports.

He said he had di scussed the matter frequently with them and took the
initiative to organise a three-day convention beginning April 11 in
Langkawi to give an opportunity to those involved to discuss ways of
overconi ng the probl em

"The convention to be opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was the best place for all parties to anal yse weaknesses and errors
commtted by various sports bodies and to outline the role of sports, and



actions to be taken by the government, private sector and the sports bodies
t hensel ves to enhance excell ence in national sports,” he said. --Bernama
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