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Anwar - Voi ce
ANWAR URGES JO NT PRESSURE FOR REFORMS | N | MF, WORLD BANK

By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, Cct 3 (Bernanmm) -- Devel opi ng countries should speak with
one voice to pressure for reformw thin the International Mnetary Fund and
the Wrl d Bank, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid here on
Wednesday.

At a press briefing for the Mal aysi an nedia, Anwar said that Third
Wirl d countries seened to support refornms within the two institutions but
the devel oped G 7 countries were resisting change.

It was unfortunate that while the Wirld Bank and | MF' s functions
include maintaining the stability of the world's currencies, "their voices
and decisions are tied to the voice of the G7," he said after delivering
his speech at the second day of the three-day 51st annual general neetings
of the Wirld Bank and | MF

He said that even Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had
called for a precondition to be inposed on the two institutions that they
represent the voices of the majority.

Anwar, in his speech, had renmi nded the | M- that Ml aysia, which was
increasing its contributions to the Fund, wanted recognition and
representation that was nore in line with its econom c strength.

He later net forner United States Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Gen
Colin Powell who was acconpani ed by Senator W/ Iiam Cohen of Mi ne.

Anwar said the nmeeting with Powell, who has considerable influence with
sections of the American administration and was touted as a presidentia
candi date at one tinme | ast year, was nmerely a get-to-know session.

Powel I could be invited to Kuala Lunmpur for a Pacific econonic dial ogue
i n Novenber, said nenbers of the Ml aysi an del egati on.

Anwar | eft Washi ngton for home on Wednesday eveni ng via London. --
BERNAMA
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