09 MAY 1996
Razal ei gh- Reacti on
ANWAR VEELCOMES KU LI''S MOVE TO REJO N UMNO

KUALA LUMPUR, May 9 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi msaid today that he supports the nove by Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah to
rejoin Umo for as long as it does not create a faction within the party.

He said that in the interest of the party, Umo nenbers shoul d have an
open mnd and allow all Malays to join the party.

Anwar, who is Umo deputy president, said that he had been inforned
earlier of the neeting between Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is Umo president, and Tengku Razal ei gh.

"l expressed (to the Prime Mnister) that | amin favour (of Tengku
Razal ei gh rejoining Umo) for as long as it does not create a faction
within the party. Therefore, for ne, it is not a problem" he told
reporters after opening the corporate headquarters of Koperasi Usaha
Bersatu Mal aysia Bhd (KUB) at the Pekleliling Business Centre here.

Dr Mahathir late | ast night nmade a surprise announcenment that Tengku
Razal ei gh, a forner Umo vice president and now president of the splinter
Parti Mel ayu Sermangat 46 (S46), met himlast Tuesday ni ght and expressed
his intention to rejoin Umo.

Asked whet her the nove by Tengku Razal eigh will affect his position in
the party, Anwar said: "I wouldn't want to sound over-confident, but
think that certainly it is not the issue...the principle that we have held
so far is to wel cone everybody into the party."

Anwar said that Tengku Razal ei gh's nove augured well for Malay unity.
However, he does not know whet her Tengku Razal ei gh woul d rej oin Umo
before or after the party's 50th anni versary cel ebrati ons on Saturday. --

I n PETALI NG JAYA, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, who is
Umo Suprene Council menber, also wel comed Tengku Razal ei gh's nove to
rejoin the party.

"If he wishes to rejoin (Umo), it is very well indeed and he has al so
stated that his spirit is still the same Umo spirit,"” he told reporters
after opening the Forumfor Junior Asean Di plomats on International Affairs
1996 at the Institute of Di pl omacy and Forei gn Rel ati ons.

Abdul | ah sai d Umo al ways had its door open to Ml ays who accepted its
constitution and principl es.

"I believe that if his nove to rejoin the party is based on this, there
will not be any problem " he said adding that the nmove woul d strengthen
Mal ay unity if it meant that S46 woul d no | onger exi st.

Meanwhi | e, Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhamed said
that he was confident Umo would be able to recapture Kelantan in the next
general election with Tengku Razal ei gh and ot her S46 nenbers in Unmo.

"I'n the | ast general election, the Barisan Nasional secured 46 per cent
of the votes while S46 obtai ned 15 per cent of the votes in
Kel ant an. .. based on such statistics, the chances (to recapture Kel ant an)
are bright," he told reporters after opening the Esso Juni or Entrepreneur
Programre here.

He called on other S46 nmenbers to make a sinmilar nove.

Rural Devel opnment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Miusa said he was confident that
Tengku Razal ei gh's nove coul d change the uni que political scenario in
Kel ant an.

"Kelantan's future is bright with the understandi ng anong the | eaders
and | personally hope that Tengku Razaleigh will rejoin Umo as soon as
possible," he told reportrs after |aunching the Baktidesa | ogo and



wi t nessi ng the signing of a nenorandum of understandi ng between conpani es
participating in the Bakti desa programe here.

Annuar, who is deputy chairman of the Kel antan Umo Liaison Comittee
hoped that all Ummo menbers woul d wel cone ot her S46 menbers who wi sh to
j oi n Umo.

They shoul d never harbour any doubts or suspicion towards them he
added.

Asked on the possibility that Tengku Razal eigh will be given a psoition
inthe party, he said it was the prerogative of the Prine Mnister.

"I don't think Tengku Razal eigh is after any position...| feel that he
is sincere,” he added.

I n SEREMBAN, Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdu
Samad said that the nove by Tengku Razal eigh to rejoin Umo would not only
benefit the people of Kelantan but would al so contribute towards inproving
Mal ay unity.

"There will now no | onger be any Umo splinter party which could in any
way threaten Malay unity," he told reporters after the ground-breaking
cerenmony at the site of a housing project in Senawang.

He said that Umo's strength would be further enhanced because the step
taken by Tengku Razal ei gh would |l ead to other S46 nenbers joi ni ng Umo.

Mohaned |sa said that the nove would indirectly | ead t he Angkatan
Per paduan Umah, |ed by S46 and PAS, to the grave.

Conmrenting on a S46 | eader who has "burnt the bridges behind hini, he
said that burnt bridges could be rebuilt.

He was apparently referring to Datuk Dr Rais Yatim who is S46 deputy
presi dent.

| n KOTA KI NABALU, Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Salleh Said Keruak, who is
Sabah Umo Liai son chief, said that Tengku Razal ei gh's nove woul d further
st engt hen Umo and Mal ay unity.

He said that Malay unity was vital especially in facing future
chal l enges as the country noves into the next mllennium

Umo had been proven to be the pillar of the nation which was able to
forge ahead to attain devel opnment on par with that of devel oped countri es.

Sabah Umo Information chief, Datuk Abdul Karim Ghani said that Tengku
Razal ei gh' s nove was a nost encouragi hg devel opnent .

It woul d be even better if nenbers of PAS were to join Umo so that
Mal ay unity could be further enhanced, he added.

Abdul karimsaid that this was the nost suitable time for all Ml ays
and eligible Bum puteras to join Umo for the sake of the nation's
progress.

In I poh, Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said that the
move by Tengku Razal eigh to join Umo woul d boost the political strength of
t he Mal ays.

"Umo certainly requires the Malays to be united and S46 nenbers shoul d
realise that with nore nenbers fromthe party, the strength of the Ml ays
will be further enhanced and they could forge ahead for further progress,"”
he said in a statenent.

Ram i, who is the chairman of the state Umo |iaison committee, said
t hat Tengku Razal eigh's nove to rejoin Umo added nore neaning to the
party's 50th anniversary cel ebrations.

He hoped that Mal ays in other opposition parties would also join Umo
inthe interest of the race and religion.

In PULAU Pl NANG, Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mhanmed Shariff Orar said
that Tengku Razal ei gh's nove was nost wel coned to further strengthen Ml ay
unity.

"I't should not only be seen as a nove to unite the Mal ays in Kel antan
but the unity of the Malays in the country," he said.



In this respect, Shariff said that he would hold a neeting with the S46
| eader in the state, Datuk Yusoff Abdul Latiff, to discuss Malay unity in
Pul au Pi nang.

Yusoff, a nenber of the party's supreme council, was a forner chairman
of the state S46 |isison body.

Gerakan President Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k sai d Tengku Razal ei gh's
return to Umo woul d be beneficial for the overall political devel opnent of
Umo and t he Bari san Nasi onal and was al so good for the country.

H's return fromhis political Iinbo had al so denonstrated the true
col ours of PAS, he said.

"It's a good devel opnent," he told reporters after a forumon the
Seventh Mal aysi a Pl an organi sed by the party here today.

In MELAKA, Mel aka Umo Liai son Comm ttee chief Datuk Seri Mhaned Zin
Abdul Ghani said that the nove by Tengku Razal eigh to rejoin Umo showed he
believed that the political struggle of the Mal ays could only be achi eved
t hr ough Umo.

He told reporters at his office that Umo would be further strengthened
with his returninto the party.

Zin, who is Melaka Chief Mnister, hoped that S46 nenbers in the state
woul d al so j oi n Umo.

He said that he did not expect any power struggle in Umo with Tengku
Razal eigh's return adding that it was wel coned news as the party cel ebrates
its 50th anniversary.

In JOHOR BAHARU, the president of the National Rubber Snall hol ders
Associ ati on (Nash), Datuk Ahmad Arshad, said that Tengku Razal eigh's return
to Umo was a blessing to the party which is celebrating its 50th
anni versary.

He told Bernama that the nove woul d strengthen Malay unity especially
i n Kel ant an.

Umo nenbers throughout the country should wel come his return with much
sincerity, he added.

Ahrmad said that as a token of appreciation, Dr Mahathir shoul d all ow
Tengku Razal ei gh to take over the post of Kelantan Umo Liaison Conmttee
chai rman fromhim -- BERNAMVA
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