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By: Yong Soo Heong

MANI LA, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad says he is in favour of bringing nore countries into the Asia
Paci fi ¢ Econom ¢ Cooperati on (APEC) forum

He said: "If we keep people out, we cannot blame themif they don't
under stand what we (Apec nenbers) are doing

"And they will be suspicious of what we are doing if they are not able
to contribute to what we are doing. Also, we will not be able to enlighten
themon what is so good about the free market system and even denocracy."

Fi el di ng questions after his keynote address at the closing of the APEC
Busi ness Forum here, Dr Mahathir displayed sharp wit and hunour with his
answers whi ch drew t hunder ous appl ause and sonetines | aughter fromthe
audi ence.

He said: "If Russia, Ecuador or Peru want to join, why not? W can
explain to themand they can explain to us what they are, the stage that
they are in and where we think they could i nprove or where we coul d
i mprove."

Dwnel ling at length on the pressure placed by sone countries on other
countries to liberalise and open up nmarkets, especially in the poorer
devel opi ng countries, he said:

"W are told it will benefit us if the goods are cheap and our people
can enjoy cheap products. But, you will renenber that some years ago we all
had access to a | ot of cheap goods fromJapan. And then sonebody decided to
push up the value of the yen by two and a half tines!"

He said, previously, the average snmall farner could afford to buy a
pi ckup truck at a reasonable price but he would no | onger be able to do so
now because of the sharp appreciation of the yen.

On unfair trading practices, he cited the case of the textile and
garnents trade where devel opi ng countries were subject to quotas by the
devel oped countri es.

He said if certain countries wanted others to open up their markets,
they thensel ves should do the same with their own markets.

Dr Mahathir said it made little sense if sone devel oped countries said
their markets were open to certain products which were not produced by
ot hers.

Turning to the financial sector, he said there was al so i nbal ance in
terms of the size of the players.

Sonme countries had suggested that it was good for cuntries to open up
their financial sector because that woul d nake the industry nore efficient.
He added: "But then you have huge banks and we have tiny little banks.

So even though we can go to your country and open up we don't have the
noney to open up

"You have big banks that conme to our country and open up your offices
and branches. And you don't mnd | osing noney in our country because you
are naking a | ot of noney el sewhere. |If we | ose our nmoney in our own
country, that's the end of us. So that is not a very equitable thing to
do. "

Asked about the extent of Mal aysi an support for the US-initiated
I nformati on Technol ogy Act, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia could not really
support it fully.

"We can support it to the extent it doesn't hurt us. We are told that
it is good for us. But we would like to exanine it. Once we were told that



things were good for us and we accepted but |ater found that they were not
good for us. And it was too late. So give us tine. That is all," he added.

He said that even in business, handi caps nust be given, like in golf.

"Let us recogni se that sone people are | ess strong than other people,"
he said, adding that the issued should not be disnissed as politica
argumnent .

"These are very serious things for us Asian countries, especially the
smal | ones.”

Dr Mahat hir said when some of the Apec economi es were col oni sed, no one
told themabout |iberalisation.

But once they achi eved i ndependence, the people who were consi dered
unfit to govern their own countries were told to govern thensel ves as
denocratic nations, 100 percent, overnight and it was not possible, he
added.

"I amjust appealing to them (devel oped countries); that they al so took
along tine (to devel op)."

Taking a swi pe at those countries, Dr Mahathir said not so | ong ago
during the days of Charles Dickens, some countries seened to have started
their devel opnent with child | abour.

He added: "OF course, now they don't have (child | abour) but they
started off that way. W are not allowed to start that way. And we don't
want to start that way.

"In fact, sone of themstarted off with slaves. | would | ove to have
sl aves but | amnot all owed! So please don't inpose too nmany conditions on
us."

On education, Dr Mahathir said it played a very inportant role in the
devel opnent of any society.

And, on achieving success, he said it was the culture of the people
t hat determ ned whet her they woul d succeed or not.

"If the culture is not conducive to success, then they would not
succeed, " he added.

He said if working hard was part of one's culture, the chances of
succeedi ng were better than that for people who believe that "working is a
bore and you should relax as nmuch as possible."

"And this you find in sonme of the devel oped countries where if the
weat her is fine, you stop work and sit in the sun. And then you conplain
why ot her people don't do the same,” he added. -- BERNAVA
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