23 NOV 1996
Apec-M ni sters
APEC M NI STERI AL MEETI NG ENTERS FI NAL DAY

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

MANI LA, Nov 23 (Bernamm) -- The eighth Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperation (Apec) ministerial nmeeting entered its second and final day
today after having adopted the Manila Action Plan for Apec (Mapa)
yest er day.

M nisters fromthe 18 nenber econom es are expected to address econom ¢
and techni cal cooperation, adm nistrative and budgetary matters today.

Mal aysia is represented at the neeting by International Trade and
| ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Apart fromthe Mapa, the ministers have approved collective trade and
investnent |liberalisation and facilitation neasures, nenbership i ssue and
an Apec Business Traveller Card initially for Australia, the Philippines
and Sout h Kor ea.

The Mapa is a key document outlining neasures to achi eve Apec's goal of
havi ng an open and free trade area by 2010 for devel oped countries and 2020
for the devel opi ng ones.

The Apec nministers are al so expected to have a di al ogue with business
| eaders fromthe Asia Pacific region who are here to attend the three-day
Apec Busi ness Forum ( ABF)

Meanwhil e, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is expected to
arrive in Manila today for the Apec | eaders' sunmit to be held at Subic Bay
on Monday.

On his arrival here, he is expected to hold talks with Australian Prine
M ni ster John Howard foll owed by a nmeeting with Philippine President Fide
Ranos.

Dr Mahathir will also be a keynote speaker at the closing of the ABF
later in the day after which he will attend the |aunching of the
Phi | i ppi ne- Mal aysi an Busi ness Council together with Ranps. -- BERNAMA
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