23 MAR 1996
Li ng- aer obri dge
APRON DRI VE AEROBRI DGE FOR ALL Al RPORTS

PULAU PI NANG March 23 (Bername) -- Al airports in the country will be
equi pped wi th apron drive aerobridges to enabl e passengers to enjoy the
panoram c view around the airports before entering the aircraft, Transport
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said.

He said Mal aysia would be the first country in the Asia Pacific region
to use the aerobridges, fitted with heat resistant glass walls, which would
repl ace the existing nosel oaders.

Installation of the aerobridges would be done in stages and so far, one
unit was being installed on a trial basis at the Lapangan Terbang Sul tan
Abdul Aziz, Subang and a teamof officials from Stockhol mwould test the
equi prent soon, he said.

"The idea for the aerobridges was nmooted by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad during a visit to Munich and it will be inpl emented
nationwi de," Dr Ling told reporters after attending a briefing by Ml aysi a
Ai port Berhad (MAB) on the extension of the Lapangan Ter bang Ant arabangsa
Bayan Lepas (LTABL), here.

He said Mal aysia was a beautiful country with |ush greenery which could
be used as a showcase to attract foreign tourists.

Dr Ling said eight aerobridges, each neasuring 17 netres and costing
RML9.1 million, would be installed at the LTABL next nonth and woul d be
ready by the end of May. The aerobridges are inported from Jetway Conpany
fromthe United States

After Pul au Pinang, the aerobridges will be installed at the airports
i n Johor Baharu, Mri and Sibu.

On the construction of the cargo term nal and the extension of the
LTABL, the m nister said they were necessary to acconodate the grow ng
passenger and cargo traffic.

For the first phase of the LTABL expansi on whi ch would cater for the
needs of air traffic up to the year 2002, the MAB woul d extend the term na
bui l di ng by 23,000 sq. netres.

In addition, a second cargo term nal costing RML40 m | lion would be
built which could handle up to 400,000 netric tons of cargo to overcone the
present congestion. Currently, LTABL can only handle 93,000 netric tons of
cargo a year.

On the allocation of key posts for the MCAin the state governnment, he
said it was up to the Barisan Nasional to nake the decision and descri bed
it as a "Barisan affair."” -- BERNAMA
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