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ARAFAT THANKS MAHATHI R FOR MALAYSI A' S SUPPORT

By: K C Leong

HARARE, Sept 17 (Bernamm) -- Pal estinian President Yasser Arafat has
expressed his feartfelt thanks to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad for
Mal aysi a' s unfl aggi ng support for the Pal estinian cause.

He conveyed this nessage during a brief neeting between the two | eaders
at the Harare International Conference Centre yesterday evening on the
sidelines of the Wrld Solar Summt which both are attendi ng here.

The prime mnister earlier told Ml aysi an newsnmen he was neeting the
Pal estinian | eader to find out the | atest devel opnents on Pal esti ne and
what support Mal aysia could extend to the Pal estinian people in their
struggl es.

Arafat said he took the opportunity to brief Dr Mahathir in detail on
the | atest devel opnents in Palestine, especially after the installation of
the new I sraeli governnent.

He added that he considered Dr Mahat hir and the Ml aysi an people to be
anong the staunchest supporters of the Pal estinians when they were
suffering under the nost difficult circunstances.

"W cannot forget (Malaysia's support). W have to renmenber in our
hearts forever," said the Pal estinian President, who was in his fam liar
attire of mlitary jacket and headdress.

"W have to thank you fromour hearts for what you have done in the
past and what you are doing now. We can never forget," he told the
Mal aysi an newsmen.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said he was saddened by the | atest devel opnents in
the Gulf where the United States has been steadily building up its mlitary
forces in confrontation with Iraq.

Respondi ng to questions, he said that it was very clear that allies of
the United States in the anti-Baghdad coalition and the Gulf nations did
not agree w th Washi ngton's acti ons.

Anerican noves in recent weeks have included cruise nmissile attacks on
Iraqgi targets, deploynent of an extra aircraft carrier and F-17 stealth
fighter bonbers, a build-up of military personnel as well as reports of a
failed US100 milion covert operation to oust President Saddam Hussein

Dr Mahathir said Iraq had said it would stop targetting U.S. and allied
aircraft flying in so-called "no fly zones” which the Anericans had
uniliaterally extended wi thout the agreement of the United Nations.

Mal aysi a was worried about such unilateral action, he said, stressing
that Mal aysia was condeming the U S. not because it was an eneny of the
U S. but because "we will condemm whoever is wong".

He added that Mal aysi a was al so saddened because such action was being
taken by a power which Ml aysia regarded as a friend and whi ch was the
champi on of freedomand denocracy. -- BERNAMA
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