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Anwar - Mul ti nedi a
ARCHAI C LAWS SHOULD BE REPEALED

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- Archaic |aws shoul d be repeal ed and
new |l aws formed to garner intensive information technol ogy application in
the construction of the Ml aysian Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC), Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

Anwar, who was chairing the first panel discussion on "Critical Success
Factors for the Multinedia Super Corridor", at the Multinedia Super
Corridor Conference and Exposition (Miltinedia Asia '96), agreed with pane
nmenbers that laws had to be revised to suit the coming of the new age of
mul ti medi a.

The objective of Multinmedia Asia '96, which was opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad today, is to get feedback and
derive ideas frommajor nultinmedia players and experts for the
establi shnent of the MSC

The MSC is a 15km by 50km ar ea enconpassi ng the Kuala Lunmpur City
Centre (KLCC), the KL International Airport in Sepang (KLIA) and the new
governnent administrative capital and IT City in Putrajaya.

"I think it makes sense to just introduce a new set of |aws and repea
the old ones," Anwar said, adding that nmany parties also had the sane
pr oposal

Anwar said that neverthel ess, revanping old laws entirely would require
reformati on of specific guidelines and | egal franmework, which neant tonnes
of | egal procedures.

He said that to speed up the construction of the MSC, new guidelines
and | egal franmeworks shoul d be nmade.

By not involving the reformati on of general laws, it would be easier
for the public to deal with the changes, he added.

One of the panelists, Diana Dougan, senior advisor to the Centre for
Strategic and International Studies, United States, said cyberl aws
governi ng the MsC shoul d be sinple and not overly restrictive and
anti ci patory.

She said it was not useful to anticipate the problens that the MSC
woul d face and there was no single right answer to governing the MSC

Dr Keni chi Chnae, a renowned I T consultant from Chmae and Associ at es,
Japan, said things had to happen nore naturally instead of being confined
to restrictive |l aws that had not been revised for centuries.

Citing the exanple of Japan, Ohmae said that there were still |aws that
are too restrictive which had hindered an intensive nultimedia application
in that country.

For instance, he said, nenbers of a board in a conpany had to be in the
same roomto vote. Thus, voting and board neeting tel econferencing could
not be applied extensively for businesses like in the United States.

Anot her interesting exanple was the fact that contractual agreenents in
Japan had to be witten in red i nk--which does not transmt in fax
machi nes, said Chnae.

Citing the change in the education systemas a critical factor for the
MSC s success, Chmme said the objective of the education systeminthe IT
age should no longer be "to learn the answers but rather to learn howto
| earn”.

"Peopl e need to ask questions, probe into the truth and figure out the
approach to get into the best solution," he said.

In response, Anwar said that the society and parents should no | onger



depend on the governnent to inpose regulations on the use of nmultinmedia to
extract information fromthe cyberspace.

He said it had becone the responsibility of parents and schools to
instil good values in their young so that they coul d choose the right
i nf ormati on.

Anot her critical factor highlighted by the panel was the need for a | ow
flat rate charge, if not free, for tel econmunication transm ssion in the
MSC.

Bill Gates, founder and CEO of the Mcrosoft Corporation, who was to
join the panel via teleconferencing, cancelled the plan at the last mnute
because of technical problens.

Anwar | ater spent nore than one hour visiting the Miltinedia Asia ' 96
exposition at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre and tried out sone of the
products.

Anpong ot hers, he conmuni cated t hrough video conferencing with Frank
Johnson and Conni e Corrigan at the Science Applications |Internationa
Corporation (SAIC) offices in Mlean, Virginia, USA
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