02 MAY 1996
Pilgrins
M SI A TO SHARE HAJ ADM N SKI LLS W TH OTHERS

KUALA LUVPUR, May 2 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will share her experience in
t he managenent of Muslimpilgrinme with the rest of the Muslimworld,
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hnman
sai d today.

He said the experience derived by the Pilgrinms Managenent and Fund
Board (Tabung Haji) woul d be rmade available to the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (OC) at its neeting this year, to be attended by Islanic
Affairs Mnisters.

The venue for the O C neeting is yet to be fixed

The sharing of such experiences woul d cover two vital aspects, nanely
the pilgrimmanagnent as a whol e and the econonic activities related to the
pilgrimfunds, he told reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
I nternational Airport in Subang here, on his return from Mecca.

Ham d and Deputy Transport M nister Datuk Mhamed Ali Rustam were anpng
the first fewpilgrins who returned early fromthe holy |land today, at the
head of the first batch of pilgrins, scheduled to arrive on May 5.

The Saudi Arabian governnent, Hanmid said, with their high praise for
Mal aysia's ef ficient nanagement of the pilgrins, wanted her divest her
experience to other Islanic nations, especially in nmaintaining discipline
anong the pilgrinms while perforning the haj.

Mal aysia was al so praised for its firmstand on the Bosni a- Herzegovi na
i ssue, and the noves it had initiated in inspiring the internationa
community to denounce and conbat atrocities in the Bal kan state.

The Saudis had | auded Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad for
his inspiring speech, in chanpioning for the world Muslimdigninty,
delivered at the Oxford University during his recent visit to Britain, he
sai d.

While in Mecca, Hamid who represented the world pilgrinms at a special
reception at the royal court in Mna, also delivered a speech which
attracted wi de media publicity.

On the pilgrimaquota, Hami d said Mal aysia had not requested for an
increase in the quota, as Mal aysia was synpathetic with the Saudi
governnent which had to manage about two mllion pilgrins a year, during
the haj season.

Li ke any other nation, Ml aysia was applying the forrmula of 0.1 per
cent of the population in deciding the nunber of pilgrins annually.

Tabung Haji, he said, would continue to accord priority to those goi ng
on the pilgrimage for the first tine, excepting those peformng the haj to
fulfill a vow, |ike taking the aged, or those whose pil gri nage had been
inmpaired in the previous trip.

Some 20,000 pilgrinms perforned the haj this year, of whom about 100
pefornmed the haj for the second tine. -- BERNAMA
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