21 AUG 1996
Argentine-Visit
ARGENTI NE PRESI DENT' S VI SIT TO BOLSTER TRADE TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 21 (Bernamm) -- Argentine President Carlos Menem s
three-day visit to Mal aysia beginning tonorrowis part of a wider effort to
i ncrease trade and investnent ties with Mal aysia and ot her Asian countries.

Menem who recently visited Japan, China and the Philippines, will be
| eadi ng sone 50 Argentine executives of companies operating in sectors
rangi ng fromagro-industry to steel.

The Argentine embassy here describes the current status of bilatera
relati ons as "buoyant".

A bilateral agreement on air transportation and several nenoranda of
under st andi ng, including on tourismcooperation, are expected to be signed
during Menenm s visit.

Argentine conpanies will be |ooking at the markets for wheat, canned
foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, fish and pharmaceutical products in
Mal aysi a.

In 1995, Argentina exported US$257.7 nillion (about RM642 million)
wort h of goods to Mal aysi a.

One of the highlights of Menem s visit will be a sem nar on rel ations
bet ween Asean and the South American Mercosur conmon mar ket .

Del egates from Asean countries will discuss the prospects of closer
relations with Mercosur which groups Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and
Ur uguay.

Menemis al so scheduled to take part in a business semnar while his
Foreign Mnister Guido Di Tella is expected to preside at a neeting of
Argentina' s diplomats to Sout heast Asia and busi ness | eaders.

After arrival tonorrow, Menemis schedul ed to have an audience with the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar and Raja Permai suri Agong Tuanku
Naj i hah at |stana Negar a.

The Argentine President will hold bilateral talks with Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on Fri day.

Menemwi || be conferred an honorary Degree of Law by Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysi a.

He will leave for Bali in Indonesia on Saturday. -- BERNAMVA
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