23 AUG 1996
SirimAriffin
ARl FFI N TO ENSURE CONTINUI TY IN SIRIM

SHAH ALAM Aug 23 (Bernama) -- Dr Mhaned Ariffin Haji Aton, who will
take over as SirimBerhad chief executive officer next nmonth, said his
first task is to inplenment neasures that have been mapped out for the
research body.

He said his priority was to fulfil the governnent's hopes on the
Standards and I ndustrial Research Institute of Malaysia (Sirin).

"My task is not to make changes but to inplenent what has been pl anned,
and what ever that shoul d be speeded up as required by the Prime M nister
will be inplemented first," he told reporters after Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad's visit to Sirimhere.

Ariffin said he would cl osely study the new structure of the
corporatised Sirimand he believed the foundation laid by outgoing Sirim
Director-General Datuk Dr Ahmad Tajuddin Ali was the best for it to operate
as a corporate body.

He will also spend his first six nonths to one year on the newjob to
find ways to increase staff efficiency and noral e.

"I amvery happy after ny discussion with Dr Tajuddin just now because
much of what he has done can make ny job easier conpared to what | did at
Petronas when its research institute was corporatised and turned into a
subsi diary," he said.

Ariffin, 51, a PhD holder in chem cal engineering from Leeds
Uni versity, is the managi ng director and chi ef executive officer of
Petronas Research and Scientific Services Sdn Bhd.

He said he only learnt of his appointnent when Dr Mahat hir announced it
whi | e addressing Siri menpl oyees during his visit.

"I am here because | was invited to the function,"” he said.

Dr Tajuddin, who joined Sirimin 1989, has been appoi nted the new chi ef
executive of ficer of Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad.

In conjunction with his visit, the Prime Mnister opened the Menara
Sirimwhich houses the office of its chief executive officer and product
di spl ay room

Dr Mahat hir, acconpani ed by Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihanmad
Haji Mihamad Tai b, Science, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law
H eng Ding and his deputy Datuk Abu Bakar Daud, Tajuddin and Ariffin, then
visited the five Sirimlaboratories. -- BERNAVA
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