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ROTATI ON | SSUE: SABAH BN PARTI ES WANT PM TO DECI DE

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- Seven of the eight Sabah Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) conponents have agreed that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad make the final decision on the rotation of the Chief
M ni ster's post.

The troubl ed Angkatan Keadi | an Rakyat Bersatu (Akar Bersatu) however
had yet to state its stand as its president Datuk Mark Koding, is believed
to be overseas.

The latest party to state its stand on the the matter is the Sabah
Progressive Party (SAPP) which in a statenent today said "the SAPP i s happy
to leave the matter in the good hands of the Prime Mnister."

Yest erday the Sabah Denocratic Party (PDS) and Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah (PBRS) had stated that they would prefer Dr Mahathir, who is al so BN
Chai rman, to nake the final decision.

They made t he announcenent after hol ding separate neetings with the
Chief Mnister Datuk Sall eh Said Keruak here.

Sal | eh had al so nmet Sabah MCA Secretary-Ceneral Datuk Chau Tet On and
head of Sabah Gerakan Dat uk Kong Hong M ng to discuss the natter and both
had al so stated their wish to | eave the matter to Dr Mahathir.

The Chief Mnister said he also got word fromthe Liberal Denocratic
Party (LDP) President Datuk Chong Kah Kiat over the tel ephone that his
party was behi nd ot her conponents on the matter.

Umo t he backbone of the Sabah BN had all al ong opposed the nove to
rotate the Chief Mnister's post anong the state's three major comuniti es,
Musl i m Bumi put eras, Non- Muslim Bum puteras and Chi nese and conveyed its
stand to Dr Mahathir |ast year.

Salleh said all the parties had al so agreed to convey their decision in
witing direct to the Prine Mnister.

The deci sion by the conponent parties was apparently in response to
what Sal | eh had suggested | ast Wednesday that if they couldn't reach
consensus on the matter or were neutral in their views, then it was w se
for themto et Dr Mahathir to decide.

Sall eh, after neeting Dr Mahathir |ast Tuesday reveal ed that the Prine
Mnister was willing to handle the matter provided that all the conponent
parties made a clear undertaking to leave it to himfor a final
deci si on. - - BERNAVA
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