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AS|I AN MEDI A SHOULD ENCOURAGE HEALTHY EXCHANGE OF | DEAS, SAYS ANVWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, March 20 (Bernama) -- The nedia in Asia should pronote
heal t hy debate on issues of public concern, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

Opening the 11th Genral Assenbly of the Confederation of Asean
Journalists (CAJ) here, he said they should serve as a vehicle for the
contest of ideas and cultivate good taste.

He added: "Asian societies are at a state of devel opnent where they are
in greater need for a vigorous journalism

"We still have to root out corruption and abuses of power in its many
forms."

More than 120 representatives fromCAJ affiliates and di al ogue partners
from Chi na, Japan, Europe and other Asia-Pacific countries are attending
the six-day triennial assenbly.

Anwar rem nded the nedia that in affirmng the freedom of the press,
they nmust not |ose their sense of proportion.

The pursuit of freedomnmust go hand in hand with the quest of justice,
he sai d.

He added: "The clains of religion and norality are equally great if not
greater. In the context of Asian society, they set the proper linits of
i ndi vi dual freedomor, rather, provide the conpass in pursuing freedom™

Speaking to reporters later, he said he believed the Asian nedi a was
nmovi ng towards neeting public expectations of a freer and responsi bl e
press.

He was al so asked about steps to be taken to sol ve the probl em of
illegal imrgrants taking over government |and and buil di ng houses -- an
i ssue highlighted in the | ocal nedia.

Anwar said it was not acceptable for immgrant workers to take over
governnent land to build their settlenents.

Echoing Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad' s st at enent that
the governnment had to act to correct the situation, he said conpani es,

i ndustries or estates should shoul der the responsibility of providing
adequat e housing for their foreign workers.

On the just-ended Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation forum Fi nance
M ni sters neeting in Japan whi ch he attended, Anwar sai d devel opi ng
countries could not be expected to solve the problemof the fluctuations of
t he Japanese Yen and US dol | ar.

The onus, he said, should be on Japan and the United States.

Al t hough Mal aysia was no | onger interested in yen | oans, the country
still had to repay its old | oans, taken 10 to 15 years ago, at very high
interest rates.

"So in the name of overseas assistance, what actually happens is a very
expl oitative systemin operation," he said.

Anwar said Mal aysia was fortunate that it was able to repay the | oans,
maki ng pre-paynent even and it no | onger required to borrow.

"Not all countries in Asia or in the world are in that state," he
added.

Asked if there was an alternative, he said: "I'mnot saying that they
(the Japanese) shoul d cancel the repaynment but they should be fair, | ook at
original amount, put a fair interest on top of that and |l et us pay. W are
happy to pay very fast." -- BERNAMA
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