01 AUG 1996

ASI ANS SHOULD BE MORE REALI STI C AND PROACTI VE, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- The Asian comunity shoul d be nore
realistic and proactive in terns of thinking and working together instead
of only reacting to the initiatives made by others, Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

"W woul d certainly be left behind if we start inmagi ning ourselves to
be able to survive in a coccoon and | acking the drive to be able to work
toget her," he said.

Speaking at the closing of the Asia G| and Gas Conference and
Exhi bition “96 here, Anwar said cooperative networks and synergi es between
Asean and East Asian countries woul d enabl e conti nuous effective rapport
and di al ogue with other economic comunities such as the European Uni on and
the Nafta (North American Free Trade Area).

"Wt hout those cooperations, the Asians would be further
conpartnental i sed and the old history of the super powers dictating or
attenpt to segregate would continue," he said.

He said the devel opnent arrangenent for the overl appi ng Joint
Devel opnent Area involving Thailand and Ml aysi a was a not abl e exanpl e of
how t he future could be planned and shaped.

The three-day conference, opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Tuesday, was organi sed by the Asian Strategy and
Leadership Institute. -- BERNAMVA
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