10 APR 1996

ASLI TO HOLD THREE CONFERENCES ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT

KUALA LUVPUR, April 10 (Bernama) -- Asian Strategy and Leadership
Institute (ASLI) will conduct three national conferences on issues of great
i nportance in Mal aysia' s economi ¢ devel opnent, says its President Encik
M rzan Mahat hir.

The first conference entitled National Privatisation Sunmmt:
Privatisation - the Next Steps - would be held here fromApril 22 to 23,
1996.

This conference will review the pace of privatisation in Ml aysia as
wel |l as future strategies for both the governnent and private sectors, he
told a press conference here today.

The sunmit is organised with the support of the National Institute of
Public Adm nistration or Intan. Anmong the papers to be presented are
Privatisation of Health Care - the Next Wave and Case Study Success Story
on Mal aysi an Privatisation

The second conference, National Econom c Conference: Coping with Ful
Enpl oynment, which is jointly organi sed with the Mal aysian Strategic
Research Centre would be held for two days beginning May 2 at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre

It woul d be opened by Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and
woul d di scuss topics pertaining to Malaysia's current nmanpower situation
and strategies to overcone the shortage of |abour, the chall enges and
strategies to retain enployees in a full enploynent econony and reformnms in
the education systemto overcone the problem

The third conference, to be officiated by International Trade and
I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, will take place on May 27 to 28.
Entitl ed Devel opi ng Wrl d-C ass Mal aysi an Brands, it ains to enlighten the
Mal aysi an busi ness conmunity, especially exporters on the inportance of
devel opi ng worl d cl ass Mal aysi an brands.

Mrzan said as Malaysia intended to achieve its export target of RML.5
trillionin 25 years, it was inperative that the | ocal trading and
i ndustrial community strive towards increasing export val ue through
Mal aysi an wor | d- cl ass branded goods.

As such, it was hoped that |ocal conpanies would gain in know edge to
devel op brand strategy through this conference, and that it was tine for
Mal aysi an conpani es to graduate from being nmere contract manufacturers to
becom ng effective players in marketing their own brand nanes
internationally, he added. -- BERNAMNA
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