07 AUG 1996
Downer - Mahat hi r
AUSSI| E FOREI GN M NI STER MEETS PM

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 7 (Bernamm) -- Australian Foreign M nister Al exander
Downe nmet Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad here today and
di scussed, anong ot her things, the growi ng relati ons between Australia and
Mal aysi a.

"W tal ked a | ot about where we have comon interest, about bilatera
relationship and howit is growing and al so the tradi ng opportunities that
Australia has in Malaysia,"” Downer told reporters after the 20-m nute
neet i ng.

He said the neeting was "to get together and just to hel p devel op the
personal relationship which is so inportant to the bilateral relationship"

He sai d discussions al so touched on Australian engagenment in the
region, particularly in the context of the Asia Pacific Econonic
Cooperation and the upcom ng Apec sumit neeting in Manila in Novenber.

Downer arrived here this norning to begin a four-day visit to Ml aysi a.

Downer said he told Dr Mahathir that Australia was |ooking forward not
only to expanding its export of traditional agricultural and mning
conmodi ties but also in other areas.

"Dr Mahathir nmade the point that he was particularly inpressed with the
Australian building industry and the technology it was able to bring to
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

Downer said they al so discussed multilateral trade issues.

Asked whet her they touched on the Ml aysi a- proposed East Asia Econom c
Caucus, he said the subject was not brought up

Downer will neet his Ml aysian counterpart, Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badawi
this afternoon.

He is al so scheduled to call on Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,
Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Defence M nister Datuk Syed
Ham d Al bar and Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister Datuk Mustapa Mhaned.

Downer will also visit Pulau Pinang. -- BERNAVA
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