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AUSSI E GOVERNMENT DI STANCES | TSELF FROM RACI ST SLUR

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- The Australian governnent has
distanced itself fromremarks by former CGovernor-GCGeneral Bill Hayden that
some Asian countries including Mal aysia are raci sts.

Australian Foreign M nister Al exander Downer said Wdnesday over an
Australian radi o programe that his governnent did not share Hayden's views
and the latter had spoken as a private citizen.

Downer was questioned on Hayden's accusations on a peak-tinme current
affairs radi o programre by the Australian Broadcasti ng Corporation.

According to a transcript released by the Australian H gh Comi ssi on
here today, Downer was asked if he agreed with Hayden that Australia's
Asi an nei ghbours were racially intolerant.

Downer replied: "I don't agree with that and that isn't the view of the
Austral i an government and M Hayden nmekes those renmarks as a private
citizen. They weren't remarks that he made in his capacity as governor
general or in the offices he held before that and that is not the view of
t he Australian Governnent."

Hayden, who was foreign nminister from1983 to 1987 and stepped down as
governor general in February, nade the accusations the sane day on a Sydney
radi o station.

He had criticised Mal aysia' s New Economic Policy which was designed to
restructure the distribution of wealth anong the various races of the
country.

H's remarks drew a stormof protests fromlocal politicians and | eaders
of various ethnicity. They sai d Hayden was donning a superiority conplex in
maki ng the unwarrant ed remarks.

M C president Datuk Seri S Sany Vel lu, taking unbrage at Hayden's
comment that Indians in Malaysia were "largely dirt poor"”, said Hayden was
ill-informed and unaware of what was happeni ng here.

Ti es between Mal aysia and Australia, soured largely by a biased
Australia nmedia, is inproving and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad net his counterpart, John Howard, while on transit in Brisbane on
his way hone froman official visit to New Zeal and | ast week. -- Bernana
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