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Aussi e- Raci al
AUSS|I E PREM ER TO ACT ON RACE ABUSE CHARGE

MELBOURNE, Dec 17 (Bernama) -- The Australian governnent today
expressed concern about reports of racist attacks on foreign students.

Foreign M ni ster Al exander Downer said the governnent would continue to
fight racismin Australia while Education M nister Senator Amanda Vanstone
sai d people who committed racist attacks against foreign students were
crimnals and shoul d be condemmed.

Victorian Prem er Jeff Kennett said he would wite to Prime Mnister
Dat uk seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad offering to investigate reports of a
Mal aysi an student, Adrina Shazlin Shukor, 22, being racially abused.

Senat or Vanstone cl ained that racist attacks on students were extrenely
rare but shoul d be taken seriously.

Downer said the federal governnent found such behavi our abhorrent and
was conmitted to fight raci smwherever it mght occur.

Their coments cane after Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia night recal
its students fromAustralia if their safety was threatened by raci st
behavi our.

Kennett, who did part of his National Service at Terendak Canp in
Mel aka in the 60s, said: "This is not something that we accept. It is
certainly not something that we tolerate when it is brought to our
attention.

"I certainly intend witing to the Prine Mnister indicating that if he
wants to provide any further information we will certainly do our best to
followit up."”

Adrina told Bernama in Mel bourne that she was racially abused outside a
7-El even outlet here recently. She said she was frightened and upset by the
verbal attack.

Prof essor Davi d Beanl and, the vice-chancellor of the Royal Ml bourne
Institute of Technology (RMT), where Adrina is a final-year comerce
student, said the univeristy regarded the incident involving Adrina as
i nexcusabl e.

"Victorian and Australian universities have stepped up efforts in the
face of the race debate to ensure that international students are wel come
and safe in our canpuses,” Beanl and sai d.

"I'ndividual incidents |ike the one reported today enphasi se the need
for the Australian government to bring on the donestic public education
campai gn to encourage tol erance and reinforce the val ue of our
mul ticultural society,"” he said.

Senat or Vanstone said such attacks as suffered by Adrina could not be
i gnored and peopl e found to have carried out such attacks shoud be made to
feel the full weight of the |aw as well as the condemmation of the
Australian community. -- BERNAMA
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