17 JAN 1996
Austral i a- val ues
AUSTRALI A AGREES W TH MALAYSI A TO VALUE AND RESPECT EACH OTHER

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 17 (Bernama) -- Australia agrees with Ml aysia that
both countries have to respect and val ue each other for a better
relationship in the future, Australian H gh Comm ssioner to Ml aysia John
Daut h sai d today.

He said the Australian governnent very nuch valued the relations with
Mal aysia on the basis of equality in relationships and nutual respect.

"It is certainly the basis to approach a relationship and | am sure
that Australian Prinme Mnister Paul Keating agrees with this fundanental
approach, but we need not say that we agree all the tine," he told
reporters after sending Keating off at the Kuala Lunmpur Internationa
Airport in Subang, near here.

Keating, acconpanied by his wife and a 19-nenber del egation, left Kuala
Lunpur for Singapore after a three-day official visit.

Dauth said the visit was inmportant and extrenely successful in a couple
of inmportant aspects, especially in overcom ng any m sunder st andi ng bet ween
the two countries.

“"Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Keati ng
had an opportunity to neet recently but | think this is the first tine that
both | eaders had the tine for a discussion over a couple of days," he said.

He noted that the Australian | eader was delighted over the di scussion
because it were highly practical and focussed.

Both | eaders al so agreed that it was inportant for Australian and
Mal aysi an busi nessnmen to expl ore the business opportunities in the two
countries, he added. -- Bernama
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