14 MAY 1996

AUSTRALI A KEEN TO HELP MALAYSI AN Al DS AWARENESS DRI VE

KUALA LUVPUR, May 14 (Bernama) -- Australia is willing to supply
materials on AIDS prevention to Mal aysi an Al DS organi sations, its High
Conmi ssi oner -desi gnate Wl liamFarner said today.

He said the local culture and sensitivity would be consi dered before
Australia extends such assistance to avoid any m sunder st andi ng.

Farmer also said his wife, Elaine, had met Ml aysi an Al DS Foundati on
chai rman Marina Mahat hir to di scuss possible joint programes on Al DS.

According to him Australia allocates RML20, 000 every year for health
programes in Mal aysia which could al so be used in conbating Al DS.

"Al though the contribution is nomnal, we do hope that our sincerity
woul d hel p in raising awareness on the incurable disease," he said at a
bl ood donation drive organi sed by the Australian H gh Comm ssi on.

More than 30 staff of the Hi gh Comm ssion and ot her Australians
i ncluding soldiers attached to the Mal aysian M nistry of Defence donated
t hei r bl ood.

Farmer, who succeeded previ ous H gh Comi ssioner John Dauth, is to
present his letter of credentials at the end of this nonth. -- BERNAMA
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