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Keat i ng- Mal aysi a
AUSTRALI A NEEDS TO SEE MALAYSI A | N A NEWWAY, SAYS KEATI NG

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Jan 12 (Bernamm) -- Australian Prime Mnister Paul Keating
said that Australia needs to see Malaysia in "a new way" in the context of
t he dynam sm and change whi ch have nade it Southeast Asia's fastest-grow ng
econony.

He said Australians should not | ook Ml aysia through "the prismof the
Emer gency or Confrontation or the Col onbo Pl an connections”, but fromits
grom h rate of nine per cent this year and an average of 8.5 per cent per
year over the past seven years.

Keating, who will make his first official visit to Ml aysia begi nning
Monday, said he hoped that Mal aysians will see a nodern multicultura
Australia "which is not an outpost of Europe or North America, which is not
trying to be Asian or Anerican or African or anything other than what we
are".

He said Kual a Lunpur should see Australia as a country that is
econom cal ly strong, technol ogically sophisticated and endowed with
resources which conpl enent the needs of Ml aysia and other rapidly
devel opi ng countries of Asia.

"Future success for Australia-Mlaysia relationship depends on our
recogni sing that these changes are underway and building on them" he said
in a statenent to Bernana.

KL-Canberra ties were strained in 1993 when Keating descri bed Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad as a recalcitrant for not attending the first Asia
Paci fi c Econoni c Cooperation (Apec) informal neeting in Seattle i n Novenber
t he sane year.

Keating said: "W can continue to do the sort of things we have been
doi ng, but we need to do themin new ways."

He said Australia and Mal aysi a shoul d take advant age of the economc
and social changes in the two countries to find new things to do together

Citing an exanple, Keating said both he and Dr Mahathir agreed at their
meeting in Jakarta (during the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation informa
meeting) in 1994 that technol ogy, including environnental technol ogy and
research will be an inportant new area for cooperation

Keating said he | ooks forward to his trip to Mal aysia next week "with a
sense that few rel ationshi ps between countries have such a base of goodw I |
as that which exists between our two countries”.

Stressing that it was not sinply a rel ati onshi p between governnents, he
said it was a rel ationship underpinned by the |l evel of contact and depth of
friendshi p between the peoples of the two countries.

"I't is one which is nourished and sustained by all the |inks which
i ndi vi dual Mal aysi ans and Australians have been built up over the years,"
he sai d.

The Australian Prine Mnister said the ties have grown substantially as
can be seen fromthe nunber of Ml aysian students studying in Australia.

He sai d another great area of strength was in defence cooperation
formali sed through the Ml aysi a-Australia Joint Defence Programre and the
Fi ve Power Defence Arrangenent.

"No one who has any contact with the mlitary in either of our
countries can doubt that close personal bonds which have grown out of these
prof essional |inks," he said.

Keating said trade and i nvestnent rel ationshi p has been anot her key
source of peopl e-to-people contact and the Australian business conmunity



has al so been a keen supporter of the bilateral ties over the years.

"This year, Ml aysia should overtake Britain to becone one of
Australia's 10 | argest export markets," he said.

"So this is a very healthy relationship and we have a very good story
to tell,” he said, adding that to maintain the relationship at that |evel
both parties need to work on it "because, paradoxically, there are dangers
in our very closeness and famliarity with each other".

Keating said: "It can make the famliar views we have of each other
harder to discard when they are no |l onger relevant. W can get stuck with
i mages of each other which are out of date.”

He said Australia-Malaysia ties were so old that it brings with it a
| ot of preconceptions which could inpede a clear view of each other.

"There is a strong and deep rel ati onshi p between Australia and Mal aysi a
and | hope ny visit will help ensure it continues to grow and provide
benefits for the peoples of both our countries," he added. -- Bernama
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