27 JAN 1996
Muhyi ddi n - canpai gn
AVO D CAMPAI GNI NG AS A TEAM SAYS MUHYI DDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 27 (Bernama) -- Candi dates vying for the Umo
vi ce-presidents' post in the party elections in Cctober nust avoid
campaigning as a teamto preserve the party's unity, party vice-president,
Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin said today.

"I agree with Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's call not
to practise the teamsystemin the party elections this tinme. W can
practi se other ways of canpaigning provided it does not cause a split,"” he
sai d.

Al'l parties involved in the el ection nust abide by Dr Mahathir's advice
and adhere to the code of ethics drawn up by the suprene council, said
Muhyi ddi n, who has offered to defend his post.

"I think party nenbers know that the inportant question is the party's
unity and I'mconfident all parties will uphold it. Avoid overzeal ous
canpai gni ng," said Mihyiddin, who is Youth and Sports Mnister, to
reporters after visiting the national sports conplex in Bukit Jalil, here.

Dr Mahathir had recently urged aspiring candi dates for the
vi ce-presidency not to formcliques in the run-up to the party el ections.

Al though this year's party el ection was expected to be exciting with
six candidates joining the fray for the vice-president's post, he said the
canpai gn at nosphere was noderate and was confident that nenbers woul d el ect
t he candi dat es based on their track record and ability.

Besi des Muhyi ddi n, other candidates in the race are i ncunbents Dat uk
Seri Najib Tun Abdul Razak and Tan Sri Mihamad Haji Muhamrad Tai b.

The three newconers are Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranli Ngah Tali b,
Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Hanmi d Al bar and Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi .

"I'"madopting an open attitude and do not want to under estimate
anyone. It's up to the nenbers to make their choice, said Mihyiddin, who is
al so Johor Ummo Li ai son chi ef.

Asked about his chances of retaining his post follow ng the nove by
Syed Hamid, who is also fromJohor, joining the fray, he said there was no
question of parochialismand was confident that nenbers woul d assess the
candi dates on their | eadership qualities and contributions to Ummo.

Muhyi ddi n said there was no change in support for himfrom Johor Umo
and all Umo divisions in the state had pl edged full support and
cooperation to himin his capacity as the state Umo chairman

He said Umo nenbers from Johor wanted to ensure that the state Umo
was represented at the national |evel

Muhyi ddi n, however, refused to conmrent on the statenment by Umo Youth
Chi ef Tan Sri Rahi m Tanby Chik that certain people in the nmedia had their
own agenda to decide on the type of |eadership in Umo.

He said politicians had the right to express their views and it was up
to the readers to evaluate the statenents. -- Bernama
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