21 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - Bal kan
BALKANS TO BE GATEWAY FOR MALAYSI AN GOODS | N EASTERN EURCPE

SKOPJE, April 21 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia hopes to use the Bal kan st at es,
particularly Croatia, Bosni a-Herzegovi na and Macedoni a as di stribution
points for its goods to penetrate the Eastern European market, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d today.

The Prime M nister said although Malaysia's trade with Eastern Europe

was still small, there was obviously great potential for goods from
Mal aysia to be marketed in nost of the countries in the region.
"At the sane tine we will identify itens that could be inported from

this region," he said at a joint news conference with his Macedoni an
counterpart, Branko Crvenkovski, at the end of his tour of the the Bal kan
states, here.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d al so identify ports and airports in the
t hree Bal kan states which could be used as conduits to enhance trade
bet ween Mal aysi a and t he Eastern Europe region.

"Qur trade has for a long tinme been confined to certain European
countries and Japan but we are now expandi ng our scope to have trading
contact with Latin Anerica and Eastern Europe," he said.

On trade ties with Macedonia, the Prine Mnister said that although the
fornmer Yugoslavia republic was a small country, there were great business
opportunities which could be explored by the Ml aysi an private sector.

Macedoni a declared its independence fromthe runp Yugosl avia on Sept 8,
1991 and was adnmitted to the United Nations in 1993. Ml aysia was the first
anong the Asia-Pacific nations to recognise its independence.

Macedoni a has a population of 2.2 mllion nostly Eastern Othodox
Christian with about 22 per cent Muslinms. It is involved in the steel and
cement industries while its main crops are wheat, cotton and tobacco

Dr Mahathir al so noted that Macedoni a have nany skilled workers and
there was no shortage of workforce in the country.

The Prime M nister expressed satisfaction on his discussions with
Crvenkovski, adding that several areas of cooperation had been identified.

Crvenkovski noted that Ml aysia had achi eved trenmendous econom ¢ grow h
and expressed hopes that it could share Mal aysia's experience in building
its econony.

He al so thanked Mal aysia for being anmong the first country to recogni se
i ts i ndependence.

He gave an assurance to Ml aysi an busi nessnen that foreign investors
woul d be treated equally with | ocal businessnmen in undertaking projects in
t he country.

Dr Mahathir later had discussions with President of the Assenbly of
Macedoni a Tito Petkovski before being entertained to | unch hosted by
Macedoni an President Kiro Gigorov.

The Prime Mnister and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali later |eft
for Malta for a two-day working visit. --BERNAMVA
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