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BAN ON CAMPAI GNS MAY BE | NCLUDED | N UMNO CONSTI TUTI ON

KUALA LUVPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- The Umo suprene council's decision
to ban all fornms of campaigning and to accept nonminations en bloc for the
Oct ober party el ections may be adopted as part of the party constitution,
Umo secretary-general Datuk Mhamed Rahmat said today.

He said the Ad Hoc Committee to review the party constitution headed by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad mi ght consi der incorporating
the decision in the party constitution.

The deci si on was agreed upon unani nmously by nmenbers of the suprene
council, the party's highest decision-naking body, he told reporters after
attending the Information Mnistry's famly day at Taman Tasi k Titiwangsa,
her e.

Mohaned, who is Information Mnister, said the decision was the best
way to curb excessive canpai gning, noney politics, threats and sl andering
whi ch could split Umo.

He said the decision would be relief to aspirants who had offered
thensel ves for various party posts as they need not worry about obtaining
nom nati ons fromthe divisions.

In a drastic nove to curb excessive politicking, the suprene counci
deci ded yesterday that there would be no canpaigning for the party
el ections in Cctober.

It also called on the 165 divisions to nom nate all those who had
regi stered i nstead of choosing certain candi dates for respective posts
only.

Mohamed refuted clains that the decision would only benefit the
i ncunbents and those hol di ng positions in governnent.

"All those who had registered will now have equal chances and the new
systemgives the right to delegates to el ect the deserving candi dates,"” he
sai d.

On the possibility of candidates resorting to new approaches and
tactics to fish for votes follow ng the ban on canpai gni ng, he said,
"action will be taken agai nst those defying the suprenme council's
deci sion."

On the possibility of nore candi dates registering for party posts in
the next party elections as they would be automatically listed as
candi dat es under the new system he said Umo nenbers knew their position
and chances before offering thensel ves for party posts. -- BERNAVA
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