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BAR COUNCI L CLARI FI ES ROLE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernamm) -- Bar Council Ml aysia today clarified
its role as a body which is largely concerned with issues affecting the | aw
and the admi nistration of justice in the country.

Its vice-president Dr Cyrus V. Das, said in a statement here that
al t hough the council's views did not necessarily coincide with that of the
governnent, its stands were neant to devel op and i nprove the system of
justice in the country.

Das was responding to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad's
statement in the Dewan Rakyat yesterday that the Bar Council "behaved nore
i ke an opposition party" and al ways di sagreed with the governnent.

Dr Mahathir had said during the question and answer session that it was
better for the Bar council to forma political party instead of hiding
behi nd the shield of a professional body.

Dr Mahathir also said that the council often criticised the governnent
over seas.

Das said the Bar Council, in assuming its role, had al ways been willing
to work with the governnent and the Attorney-General's chanbers for the
i mprovenent of the country's |legal system

He said the Bar Council, which is also a nenber to nunerous
i nternational bodies, enjoyed a high standing in the international |ega
community as was evident fromits being chosen to host the 12th
Commonweal t h Law Conf erence in 1999.

The council's presence and partici pati on overseas had enhanced t he
country's imge as a "progressive devel opi ng country governed by the rule
of law," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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