27 NOV 1996
Asean- Preparation (Wth pix)
BATI K ATTI RE FOR FREE- WHEELI NG ASEAN SUMWM T

JAKARTA, Nov 27 (Bernama) -- President Suharto nmade a brief tour of the
Jakarta Hilton today as the spraw ing hotel gears up for the Asean infornma
summit on Sat urday.

O ficials showed the president around as the beat of "ganelan" mnusic
filled the hotel | obby.

Qut si de the hotel were parked about 200 cars, including the Rolls Royce
Bentl ey, which will be used by | eaders of the other Asean countries and
t heir del egati on nenbers.

According to an I ndonesian Foreign Mnistry official, the |l eaders wll
don batik shirts, reflecting the "free-wheeling" atnosphere of the one-day
sunmmi t.

The official said there was no confirmati on yet whether Thai prine
m ni ster-el ect Chavalit Yongchai yudh would be in Jakarta for what could be
his first official overseas duty.

"W are waiting for confirmation fromthe Thai side," he said.

The summit woul d be conducted in two sessions, each lasting two hours.
The Asean | eaders will neet anpbng thensel ves in the norning before hol di ng
di scussions with the | eaders of Canbodia, Laos and Myanmar, which have
applied to join the grouping, in the afternoon.

The gat hering cones |l ess than a week after the Asean | eaders, with the
exception of Vietnam net at the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec)
meeting at Subic Bay in the Philippines. Hanoi is expected to join Apec in
1998.

When | ndonesi a hosted the second Apec neeting in Bogor two years, the
| eaders were provided with specially designed batik shirts.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is scheduled to arrive
here on Fri day.

Mal aysi an officials viewthe sumrmit as inportant since Kuala Lunpur
will host the informal gathering next year. -- BERNAVA
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