05 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r - Habi t
BE WORKAHOLI CS, STOP | NDI SCRI M NATE THROW NG OF RUBBI SH, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad told
Mal aysi ans today that they nust beconme wor kaholics and stop the habit of
throwi ng rubbi sh all around them as Ml aysi a progresses towards a devel oped
country status.

"To be devel oped, the culture nust also be devel oped,” he said in his
keynote address at the national convention on the Seventh Ml aysi a Pl an,
here.

He stressed that as the Seventh Mal aysia Plan was part of the process
to achi eve the devel oped nation status by 2020, hard work renmi ned the
"sine qua non"' of success in every field of hunan endeavour.

"There i s nothing wong about working hard. Working for pay is nore
honour abl e t han beggi ng. Working very hard for nore pay is even nore
honour abl e, " he sai d.

At the sane tinme, Dr Mahathir said, Ml aysians should i nmedi ately stop
the habit of throwi ng rubbish indiscrimnately or forfeit the right to be
t he nodel for other devel opi ng countries.

"If we become a devel oped country in 2020, we cannot have any pride of
achi evenent if we have not discarded the habit of destroying our
surroundi ngs, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said the successful people and nations of the world had al
been known for their dedication and hard work and if the Seventh Ml aysi a
Pl an was to succeed, Ml aysi ans nmust beconme wor kahol i cs.

He sai d Mal aysi ans must avoid and regard with distaste the attitude
that the world or the community owed thema |iving

"They owe us nothing. W owe it to ourselves to earn an honest |iving,"
he said at the three-day convention jointly organised by the Ml aysi an
Economi ¢ Associ ati on and t he Penang Free School Foundati on.

The prime minister said it would be suicidal to increase wages wi t hout
i ncreasi ng out put or val ue added.

"I'f we do not want to conmit economnic suicide then our workers wll
have to work harder or they will have to acquire nore skills so as to
i ncrease productivity,” he said, adding that the same applied to the
executives if they wanted nore pay.

Stressing that a devel oped country did not just inply higher per capita
incone and living standard, Dr Mahathir said the cultural aspects must al so
be devel oped and bad habits shoul d be di scarded.

"While we want to preserve our culture, there are aspects of our
culture which we would Iike to denolish. Arong these is the habit of
t hrowi ng rubbish all around us," he said.

He noted that while people like to be in clean places such as clean
picnic sites, they also | eave rubbish strewn all around w thout caring for
the feelings of other people.

"W think that soneone should be around to clean up after us. There can
never be enough workers to clean up if the whol e popul ation scatters
rubbish all over the country," he said.

Saying that touristic and other devel opnents nust never ignore the
environment, Dr Mahathir said it had been shown that preservation of the
envi ronment had enhanced t he val ue and the potential earnings of the
proj ects concerned. -- BERNAMA
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