14 DEC 1996
Anwar - Knowl edge
DON T BELI TTLE THE ROLE OF RELI G ON AND CULTURE, SAYS ANWAR

| POH, Dec 14 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mrem nded | eaders in the country against belittling the role of
religion and culture in efforts towards devel opnent in the field of science
and t echnol ogy.

"W cannot accept western civilisation which neglects religion and
culture purely for the sake of devel opnent.

"We can't run away from educational expansion especially through the
mul ti medi a but should equip the people to hold firmly to religion and
culture," he said at a dinner function organised by the Perak Umo Liaison
Commi ttee here tonight.

"Do not ridicule or belittle culture and religion or we will face
di saster in future," he said.

Anwar reninded | eaders that they nust be capabl e of creating new ideas
t owar ds devel opi ng the econony, science and technol ogy to enabl e the peopl e
to participate together in the devel eoprent.

He said Malaysia' s efforts towards becoming a nultinedia centre was
i ncreasingly gaining international recognition.

Anwar said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad woul d chair a
meeting in San Franci sco next nonth whi ch woul d be attended by renown
| eaders in the nultinedia industry.

However, he cautioned that the governnent feared that in the desire to
devel op information technol ogy, people in the rural areas night be left
behind if no efforts were taken to educate themon conputer infornmation.

In this context, he praised the Perak state governnment which supplied
computers linked to the Internet to all assenblynmen in the state.

He woul d suggest to the other state governnents to enul ate the nove by
t he Perak governnent.

Al so present at the dinner was Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |smail,
Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah Talib and Ummo divisional |eaders in
Perak. -- BERNAMA
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