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Bl NARI ANG WANTS TO BE GLOBAL PLAYER, SAYS HANI FF

By: Azman U ang

KOQURQU, (French Guiana), Nov 13 (Bernanme) -- Binariang Sdn Bhd, whose
second satellite, Measat-2, will be | aunched here at dawn Mal aysian tinme
Thursday, wants to be a gl obal player in the tel ecomunications and
broadcasting i ndustry by acquiring its third satellite, Measat-3, by 1998.

Di scl osing this here Wednesday, Binariang chairman Tun Haniff Omar said
tal ks were expected to be started soon on the acquisition of the satellite
to conpl enent Measat-1 and Measat -2

Measat -1 was | aunched fromthe Kourou Space Centre here in January and
Measat-2, due for lift-off at 6.40am Thursday Mal aysian tinme, were desi gned
to serve the Mal aysi an and East Asian region, he told a news conference
her e.

Both the two satellites cost Binariang RM600 million to build, operate
and | aunch.

Hani ff said that despite other countries in the region already owning
space satellites or being in the process of buying their own in the future,
Bi nari ang had been getting enough custonmers to nake busi ness sense of its
satellite programe.

Measat-1 was nmainly used by Binariang's own sister conpany, Measat
Broadcast, to operate the 30-channel television and radi o servi ces,

Al'l -Asi a Radi o and Tel evi si on Conpany (Astro) which was | aunched in
Sept enber .

"W have signed and are in the process of signing with other custoners
for Mesat-2. But we need Measat-3 to be a global player,” Haniff added.

Measat Broadcast has invested over RVbOO million for the devel oprment of
Astro, which is reputed to be the largest all-digital broadcast and
producti on conmplex in the world.

Astro uses the high-powered Ku-band to deliver its Direct-to-User (DTU)
digital satellite broadcast services to areas within its footprint (areas
of coverage).

Astro is able to deliver DITU to users with satellite dishes as small as
60cmin diameter, with a 99.9 per cent service rate availability rate.

Hani ff described the I aunch of Measat-2, to be witnessed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad as a proud achi evenent for
Bi nari ang, which is a relatively newconer in the industry.

He said Measat-3 would be an even nore powerful satellite with bigger
footprint.

Bi nari ang seni or manager Abdul Halim Abdul Ham d told the news
conference that theoretically, one satellite could only cover one-third of
the gl obe, and thus Bi nariang woul d need three to cover the world.

He also said that TV stations in Malaysia |like RTMand TV-3 which are
now dependi ng on foreign-owned satellites to transnit their pictures when
their staff are abroad on assignments, such as covering the visit of the
prime mnister, could hook up to Binariang satellites, depending on the
areas they are covering.

He was answering a question about the two stations now being at the
mercy of foreign-owned satellites and sonetines facing problens of getting
their satellite booking.

A reporter told Abdul Halimthat even with only a few hours before the
| aunch of Measat-2, RTM for exanple, still could not get its satellite
booki ngs confi rned.

"Yes definitely, Mlaysian TV stations can use Measat satellites but



this will have to depend on the footprints,"” he added.

Meanwhi |l e, Dr Mahat hir and other guests from Malaysia invited for the
lift-off were today taken on a tour of the Kourou Space Centre, as the
clock ticked away for the countdown.

The Mal aysi an del egation included I nformation M nister Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat, opposition | eader LimKit Siang, Khazanah Nasi onal Berhad chai r man
Tan Sri Sheriff Kassimand Director-General of the Econonic Planning Unit
Tan Sri Abul Hassan Sul ai man. -- BERNAMVA
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