10 MAY 1996
Asahan (focus)
BN EXPECTS TO W N ASAHAN SEAT W THOUT CONTEST

By: Mohd Zabi di OGsnan

MELAKA, May 10 (Bernama) -- The Bari san Nasional (BN) expects to retain
the Bukit Asahan state assenbly seat in Melaka in the June 23 by-el ection
Wi t hout contest.

The |ikelihood of a BN wal kover has becone apparent with the | atest
political devel opnent arising fromParti Ml ayu Sermangat 46 (S46) President
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's announcrent of himand other party nenbers
returning to the Umo fold en bl oc.

BN s Datuk N Arunasal am whose death in a road accident in Petaling
Jaya |l ast nmonth caused the by-el ection, won the seat in the 1995 genera
election with a thumping nmajority of 4,722 votes.

Al'l three main opposition parties -- PAS, DAP and S46 -- contacted
today said they had not nade any deci si on about contesting the by-el ection.
Only S46 had clained to be ready for the by-election, but in view of
Tengku' s Razal ei gh announcenent, the party can i nstead be expected to help

the BN to retain the seat.

S46 State Deputy Chai rman Sanad Abdul | ah said the party's el ection
machi nery was all geared up and a candi date had al ready been chosen.

"I'n the present situation, we leave it to the party's centra
commttee," he said referring to Tengku Razal ei gh' s announcenent .

PAS, which teamed up with S46 in the |ast el ections, has not nade any
deci si on yet.

PAS State Commi ssioner Mursidul Salleh said the party would have to
wait for a decision fromthe its central conmittee

Mel aka DAP will only nake its decision at a party neeting next week,
said its chairman Sim Thong H m

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, during his visit to
Mel aka | ast week, said the BN would certainly field a candidate fromthe
M C al t hough the majority of the voters in the constituency are Ml ays.

Mel aka Chief M nister Datuk Seri Mhd Zin Abdul Ghani said although BN
was confident of retaining the seat, an intensive canpaign would be carried
out to ensure a beter majority conpared to the previous el ection.

M C President Datuk Seri S Sany Vellu is expected to nane the BN
candi date during a neeting with the state M C | eaders here on Mnday.

It has been wi dely been specul ated here that the Iikely candidate is
State M C Secretary R Raghavan.

Political observers here are of the opinion that although the
Opposition mght not be contesting, there is the possibility of independent
candi dates trying their |uck.

The El ections Commi ssion has fixed Nomi nati on Day on May 23.

The Asahan state constituency has a total of 11,191 voters, the
maj ority of whomare Mal ays who nmake up 52.2 percent, Chinese 30.8 percent
and I ndian 12.3 percent. --BERNAMA
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