02 SEP 1996
Sar awak- Mohaned
BN LEADERS NOT BEH ND ANY | NDEPENDENTS, SAYS MOHAMED

KUCHI NG Sept 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and Dat uk
Seri Anwar |brahimare not supporting any candi dates chal | engi ng t he
Bari san Nasional (BN) in the Sept 7 and 8 Sarawak state el ection, BN
secretary-general Datuk Mohaned Rahmat sai d t oday.

O her BN | eaders, whether at the federal or state level, also had
nothing to do with the i ndependent candi dates, said Mhaned, who is Umo
secretary-general and Information M nister.

+BN wi I | not accept these challengers even if they win," he said in
di sm ssing clains by sone i ndependents that they had the bl essings of the
Prime M nister and Deputy Prime Mnister to contest.

In their canpai gning, these candi dates said they would be adnitted into
BN if they won. Sixty independents are standing in 38 of the 43 seats that
are seeing contests. BN won 19 seats unopposed on nomi nation day.

"I, on behalf of the Prinme Mnister and Deputy Prinme Mnister as well
as Umo and ot her BN conponents, would |like to categorically deny talk that
they are supporting such candi dates," he sai d.

Anwar is scheduled to join in the BN canmpai gn on Thursday to defuse the
claims of the opposition.

Moharmed said there was no reason for any BN | eader to support the
opposition because Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud had excel | ent
ties with the federal | eadership.

He said federal |eaders had confidence in the Sarawak | eadership and
coul d see the devel opnent potential in Sarawak for it to contribute to the
realisation of Vision 2020

Asked on allegations that efforts were being nade to bring Umo to
Sar awak, Mdhanmed said: "Umo will not cone to Sarawak now or in the
future.'

"There is no need for Umo to conme to Sarawak. Sarawak does not face
any problemand the relationship between Umo and PBB (Parti Pesaka
Bum putera Bersatu) is very close,” he said.

Mohaned, who arrived here last night, said he was satisfied with the BN
el ection machi nery and al so the cooperation anong the BN conponents.

Mohanmed urged voters to cone out in full force to exercise their right
to choose a governnent.

On the opposition candi dates' contention that Sarawak needs an
opposition voi ce, Mhanmed said the inportant thing was for the state to
have a strong government to ensure continuity in devel opnment.

"What is the use of having an opposition that is only good at making
noi se?" he said. -- BERNAMVA
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