31 DEC 1996
New Year - Message
BN LEADERS SAY 1997 PROM SES TO BE A BETTER YEAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 31 (Bernamm) -- MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Si k said Mal aysi ans nmust remain positive and be wary of efforts that
may thwart national devel opnent and affect political stability.

He said that as a Barisan Nasi onal conponent party, the MCA woul d
continue to play its role in the governnment and national devel opnent,
especially in pronoting cl oser cooperation between the Chi nese and the
ot her communities in fields that could benefit the people.

The MCA al so seeks to help the country train nore people of calibre and
the ability to conpete, he said in his New Year nessage.

Towards this end, it will gove priority to education, especially
t hrough the Tunku Abdul Rahman Col | ege devel oprment project, he added.

Dr Ling, who is Transport Mnister, said unity and cooperati on anbng
the vari ous conmunities rmust be stepped to all ow probl ens and chal |l enges to
be overcone through the collective energy and wi sdom

He said the wise and liberal policies inplenented by the governnent
have brought the the country to a | evel of devel opnent that is commendabl e.

M C president Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu, in wi shing Ml aysians a Happy
New Year, called on themto prepare thenselves to face the chall enges of
the information technology (IT) age.

Saying that 1997 pronises to be an even better year, he urged
Mal aysi ans, especially the Indian comunity, to strive to becone "m nd
wor kers" and be a dynamic and creative society.

The Wrks M nister said they should be able to fit into the Ml aysian
soci ety of the year 2020.

"In this IT age, Ml aysian Indians could not be like before -- a
community of manual workers. IT will control everything and it will shape
our future,” he said in his nessage.

Sany Vel lu said the country is now on the thrashold of an exciting new
century which would be full of changes and chal |l enges.

Mal aysi a, he added, is on a journey towards a new era of being an
econom cal ly powerful and very nodern nation under the dynam c | eadership
of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

"On the outset of the new year, | would Iike to urge the Ml aysi an
Indians to join the other communities in this journey and to becone equa
partners in establishing a brighter and better future for thenselves," said
Samy Vel | u.

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, in his New Year nessage,
urged Mal aysi ans to redouble their efforts if the country's econonic
success was to be sustained into the future.

"W need to work, train and save even harder. W have to continue to
mai nt ai n even hi gher | evels of discipline, honesty and conmnitnent at our
wor k pl aces," he said.

The Primary Industries Mnister said the people woul d have to be even
i nnovative, creative, flexible and adaptabl e.

Dr Limsaid 1996 has one agai n been another good year for Ml aysia and
Mal aysi ans with the country's econony expected to registera real G oss
Donestic Product growth of 8.2 per cent this year

"Aside fromrising per capita i ncones, Ml aysi ans continue to enjoy
full enploynent, with the unenpl oyment rate declining fromthe already | ow
rate of 2.8 per cent |last year to a further low of 2.6 per cent this year

"The overall economic scenario thus far is healthy and bright, thanks



to the hard work put in by all Ml aysians and the sound managenent of the
econony by the governnent," he said.

However, the mnister reninded the people that "success does not cone
easily and to sustain success is even harder"”. --BERNAVA
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